Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



THE LIVING SAVIOUB. 



THE LIYING SAVIOUR. 



BY THB 



REV. JOHN BAIRD, 

RATFORD FRSB CHURCH, 
rORRBS. 



" I believe one of the most pressing needs of the Christianity of our 
dftj to be, the fixing more and more attention on the Life and Person of 
our Blessed Lord."— Hxnry Ajltord, D.D. 




LONDON: 
JAMES NISBET & CO., 21 BERNERS STREET. 

1878. 



/^/ . 



L . 



1^)9. 



PEEFACE. 



The object of the following pages is very simple 
— briefly to unfold the doctrine of Christ as a 
present living Person, in its relation to theological 
thought and spiritual life. May they assist some 
towards reaching a clearer conception, and a pro- 
founder embrace, of the Saviour as The Living 
One. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE LIVING SAVIOUR THE FOUNDATION OF FAITH. 

" Upon this reck I will build my Church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it." — Matt. xvi. 18. 

The mighty fabric of Christianity is built on 
Christ and Christ alone. It has for its essential 
and primary basis, neither doctrines taught nor 
manuscripts existing, but the living and historical 
person of Christ. He gave Christianity its being, 
and must ever form its sole foundation. As a 
system demanding our faith in its postulates and 
principles, there is no way by which it can be 
effectually undermined, save by a successful im- 
peachment of the claims and credit of Christ. 
The vital questions of religion revolve round Him, 
and discussed points only become material when 
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they touch on His character and divinity. There 
are innumerable topics which the critical wearily 
argue and agitate, but however adverse to gene- 
rally accepted views may be their decision respect- 
ing them, no disaster to the faith need be feared. 
There are many outposts which the unbelieving 
are welcome to take, and which, without any 
risk, the faithful might surrender. Insignficant 
and subordinate positions have too often been 
defended, as if the very existence of Christianity 
depended on their maintenance. Two errors in 
the past have characterised the sceptical and 
the Christian alike ; the former imagining that 
when a really unimportant concession was granted 
a great point had been gained ; and the latter 
that when an immaterial contention had been 
given up, the whole system of Christianity was 
endangered. Both sides have often greatly mis- 
judged the critical or theological value of the views 
respecting which there has been conflict, and issues 
have been fastened upon them with which they had 
no concern. It almost seems to be a law of existence, 
—to forecast the direst evils when any cherished 
view or thing threatens to be wrested from us. Be 
the matter ever so trivial, or its defence ever so 
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unreasonable, or its abandonment ever so just, 
the voice of the prophet of woe is sure to be 
heard, fortelling the shaking of the heavens and 
the earth as the result. Alarmists always ap- 
pear when changes impend. Whatever be new 
in science, politics, or theology, is certain to meet 
with resistance and denunciation. The discovery 
of the circulation of the blood by Harvey, and 
the advocacy of vaccination by Jenner, encoun- 
tered an opposition and ridicule, that bear 
witness to the deplorable prejudice even of the 
scientific. But politics most of all has its 
terrorists, who upon the suggested amendment of 
indisputable anomalies and wrongs, are loud in 
their predictions of anarchy, and can never think 
of a movement for reform without suspecting it 
of sedition. So wise and sagacious a statesman 
as Lord Shelbume towards the close of last 
century, permitted himself to be betrayed into 
the indiscretion of crowding the future with 
disasters, and writing of what was inevitable in 
this reckless strain, — *' The moment that the in- 
dependence of America is agreed to by our 
Government, the sun of Great Britain is set, and 
we shall no longer be a powerful or respectable 
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people." Succeeding events have proved that 
there was never uttered a piece of more conspicu- 
ous folly, and it is surely more than time, con- 
sidering the lessons of the past, that woful 
prophesying be for ever abandoned, and faith in 
the goodness and providence of God displayed. 
It is one great characteristic of the Hebrew 
prophets, that though they denounce judgments 
and warn of desolation as at hand, they yet fore- 
tell an ultimate age of peace and blessedness, of 
righteousness and' glory ; but the prophets of 
earth mingle no song with their wail, and see no 
star of hope to relieve the prospect of deepening 
gloom. 

The Christian faith has passed through number- 
less conflicts, and it has emerged uninjured from 
them alL The failure of unbelief to accomplish 
its destruction is the testimony of all ages. The 
repeated assaults directed against it, have 
detracted nothing from the loftiness of its claims 
or the decision of its success. Sometimes it has 
been impeded in its progress and become clouded 
in its prospects, but during the varied arrestments 
it has suffered, it has been secretly and silently 
gatheiing impulse and accumulating power, and 
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SO prepared itself for efforts and conquests, sur- 
passing those ventured before. Had it been 
feeble in its foundation, or deficient in its 
evidence, victory over it would long since have 
been obtained ; but the resources of unbelief have 
ever come short of its disposal, and proved hope- 
lessly ineffective to destroy. 

Grave apprehensions have often disturbed the 
minds of believers, lest the conclusions of criticism 
and the discoveries of science, should rob them of 
their cherished faith. A concern so deep has 
sometimes been manifested, as to produce the 
impression that the possibility was believed, that 
the Christian religion could be swept away. The 
last hour of religious faith has been pronounced 
as having come. The church has been regarded 
as on the eve of collapse, and the world as ap- 
proaching its conflagration. 

The panics, however, that have agitated have 
passed away, and Christianity is as securely 
enthroned as ever. Its influence was never as 
powerful, its reception as widespread, or its 
future as hopeful as now. Unbelief has gained 
no triumph, and Christianity has beat no retreat. 
The dream of the rationalist is further off than 
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ever: and the empire of reason no nearer its 
establishment. By the omnipotent force of truth 
alone has Christianity stood its ground, and con- 
founded its adversaries. The crucial tests of 
logic, history, and criticism, have all been with- 
stood, and homage to its truth is rendered by the 
most educated of mankind. These things en- 
force the conviction of its soundness, and deepen 
the persuasion of its unanswerable truth. 

Nor could it have been otherwise considering 
the rock on which it is founded. The Lord's 
memorable answer to Peter respecting the 
stability of the church may be accepted as true 
of Christianity : " Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church ; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it." — Matt. xvi. 18. 
The Christian £aitb and the Christian Church, are 
beyond the powers of darkness to destroy. 
When Christ is swept away they may perish, but 
not before. They are in all their interests and 
aspects identified with His person and existence, 
and we may anticipate their annihilation only 
when He ceases to be. Nothing shall prevail 
against them — not even the gates of hell. No 
conspiracies or persecutions shall succeed, or com- 
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I achieve their overthrow. How verified 
words of the Lord been in the past I 
assuring are they for the future ! 
citations that have arisen in connection 
faith, are now as if they had never been. 
: clouds that may have enveloped it for 
lave all been dispersed, and Christian 
aes with a clearer radiance and brighter 
n before. Little significance is attached 
lany views which, when first propounded 
.he Church, and awoke alarm throughout 
rs. Anticipated dreadful efiects from 
mulgation have never come to pass ; and 
ity has safely outweathered every storm 
raged. Being securely anchored to 
e fiercest tempests that swept could drive 
.0 fatal strand, but beat against it in vain, 
b their fury all for nought, 
story of Christianity teaches, that no 
3 anxiety ought to be felt respecting the 
>r influence of new views submitted for 
tion. It is a mischevious policy to pasa 
,e judgments on facts or theories, that 
freshly added to the sum of human 
;e. The reputation of Christianity has 
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suffered largely from this cause. An unwise and 
imtempered solicitude for its truth, always begets 
that narrow and alien state of mind, which 
suspects infidelity in everything. Views that 
have been rashly denounced have often had to be 
tamely accepted; and changes that were per- 
tinaciously resisted have also had to be humbly 
adopted. 

When the doctrines of modem astronomy were 
announced, it was imagined they contained errors 
of a most dangerous kind, whose propagation and 
belief would be fatal to the authority of the 
Scriptures. Theological arguments were advanced 
for their refutation, and their adoption by the 
intelligent, was regarded as the hastening of a 
serious crisis for the Christian faith. Amazement 
fills us at the fears that were then felt, and the 
arguments that were employed, and an emphatic 
lesson is surely taught us, to cherish a more 
inflexible confidence in the permanence of our 
holy faith, and to entertain no dread of anything 
new that may transpire. 

But coming to more recent years what an 
anxiety was felt when geologists began to exalt 
their science, proclaim its conclusions, and expose 
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popular beliefs. The air was thick with the 
wildest speculations, staggering calculations of 
the world's age were published abroad, the 
abandonment of the Bible was insisted on as 
inevitable, and there was an undisguised trem- 
bling for the future of the faith. Time, however, 
has neither perpetuated the excitement, nor con- 
firmed the anticipations of those concerned. 
Geological discovery is not regarded now as 
supplying any anti-Christian evidence. Devout 
Christian men have been among its keenest and 
most appreciative investigators. The outcries 
that have been heard against it and related 
sciences, had better never been raised. Truth 
will ultimately gain credence, however it may be 
opposed ; and error will eventually succumb, 
however for a time it may be insinuated. The 
true believer in Jesus can bid God-speed to all 
who study nature in its history, organisms, and 
evolutions, assured that the structure of truth 
they unitedly rear in the realm of science, will 
harmonise with that founded in the realm of 
grace. 

It were well for the interests of Christianity 
generally, were it more distinctly recognised, that 
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nothing scientific can touch its essentials or over- 
throw its foundations. Their provinces are widely 
difierent, and their respective objects totally dis- 
similar. The one rests on physical facts; the 
other on moral principles. A real collision be- 
tween the two is as impossible as the junction of 
east and west. The free and unfettered develop- 
ment of science will finally yield confirmations of 
the teaching of the divine Word, and in the 
course of its progress, arrive at generalisations 
and originate discoveries, whose moral bearings 
will constitute arguments for religion and for 
God; 

In the theological sphere unbelief has conducted 
a ceaseless assault. Though discomfited at one 
point, it has rapidly and daringly attacked an- 
other. Its variations in this respect have been 
remarkable and extensive, so that almost every- 
thing distinctive in the Christian faith, has had 
raised against it the battle cry at some time or 
other. The controversies that have arisen in the 
church have been of an ample and searching 
order. The matters involved have been debated 
with the deepest earnestness ; and their relevant 
questions discussed with learning and abiUty 
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from every point of view. The result is, that the 
faith of Christendom on such vital doctrines as the 
divinity of Christ, justification by faith, and sin 
and grace, may be regarded as finally settled and 
as having received its permanent formulation. 
The Arian, Pelagian, and Armenian controversies 
were masterly elucidations of their respective 
subjects, and to what was then contributed for 
the determination of the truth, nothing material 
is likely to be added. Every age and every 
controversy have gone to increase thenumberof the 
demonstrated and invincible verities of the faith. 
It would hardly be possible now on any exten- 
sive scale to revive the great discussions of the 
past. The question of Christ*s Deity can never 
become a dividing article in the Christian Church. 
No conflict of a Reformation magnitude can arise 
on justification by faith. Isolated instances of 
individuals or sections of communities standing 
in doubt or altogether denying them may occur ; 
but these and other doctrines have been investi- 
gated so thoroughly, their evidence urged so con- 
clusively, and past controversies have terminated 
so satisfactorily, that they almost rank as intui- 
tions of the Christian mind. They form fixtures 
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of belief reached through processes of severest 
and most competent discussion, and have all the 
certainty of a principle of science or a law of 
thought. 

Whatever calamity has been supposed to have 
overtaken the Church when any of its beliefs 
were suffering attack, has been fully compensated 
by the victory that has sooner or later been 
achieved, and the clearer light in which the 
questioned truth has ever afterwards shone. The 
proud predictions of driving Christianity from the 
earth have never come to pass. The defeated 
cause of the successive conflicts has always been 
that of unbelief. Christian truth has invariably 
maintained its position, and held on its way in 
sublime indifference to the hostility of its foes. 

It is interesting to study its epochs of decline 
and prosperity ; and to observe how its every 
seeming retrogression in influence and acceptance, 
has been followed by reactionary advances in its 
favour. Its existence, for instance, was never 
more seriously threatened than by the deism of 
last century. Even the Christianity that was 
generally professed, had very seriously receded 
from Christ. Bishop Butler wrote thus dolefully 
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of that time — " It is come, I know not how, to be 
taken for granted by many persons that Chris- 
tianity is not so much as a subject of inquiry, but 
that it is now at length discovered to be a fiction." 
It was imagined by many that the religion of 
Christ had entered on a career of hopeless decay, 
But the deism that seemed to overshadow it then, 
as an influential system is nowhere nov. It no 
longer abides the alternative between which and 
Christianity men are forced to choose. Other 
forms of belief — or rather unbelief — eagerly com- 
pete for adherence ; and the preferences of present 
day tendencies are towards these rather than it. 
There is nothing more subject to change than the 
creed of those opposed to the faith of Christ. It 
is deism one century, materialism, pantheism, and 
positivism, the next. The human mind seems 
destined to go the round of all manner of nega- 
tions, and by its successive abandonment of each 
prove that it can find satisfaction in none. The 
infidelity of next century will probably repudiate 
the systems which find favour in this ; and it 
will doubtless be esteemed as great an instance 
of weakness to have believed in them as in Chris- 
tianity itself. Posterity assuredly wiU have its 
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criticism of the present, and frame independently 
its maxims of faith. But Christianity, through all 
fluctuations of opinion, and developments of un- 
belief, will remain firm as the rock, and survive 
the intellectual antagonisms of the future as it 
has done those of the past. 

In religious literature the great nineteenth 
century subject has been the person, the claims, 
and the character of Christ. It is a noteworthy 
circumstance that the application of the destruc- 
tive criticism coincided with the rise of religious 
life. The evangelical spirit is thoroughly modern. 
The last fifty years constitute one of the most 
illustrious epochs in the history of the Christian 
Church. Christianity has told more powerfully 
on the world during that time than during all 
former ages. In its spirit and activity we see 
repeated the characteristics of early Christianity, 
but on a much more enlarged and gigantic scale. 

The occupying subject of theological thought 
in this controversy was Christ. Schools arose 
which had as their object the revolution of the 
Christian faith, and the reconstruction of the 
historical Christ. Every point that ingenuity 
could start in connection with His life was dis- 
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cussed ; every weakness of cxitical evidence ex- 
posed; every objection that could be fashioned 
urged. Apostolic history was thumb-screwed to 
extort from it every confession it could yield ; 
impeachments were freely and remorselessly 
framed ; and the historic faith of the Church was 
treated as a colossal and discreditable superstition. 
The history of the conflict is suggestive, and its 
literature valuable. The cause of Christianity has 
gained immensely along the entire line of war- 
fare. However saddened during the fierceness of 
the contention pious hearts may have been, and 
dubious as to the issues that would be reached, 
none now can regret the controversy, or wish that 
it had never arisen. Theology has been per- 
manently enriched ; gospel history effectively 
elucidated ; apologetic argument impregnably 
strengthened ; Christian evidence powerfully 
substantiated; the supernatural unanswerably 
vindicated ; the old Christology confirmed anew. 
No citadel of the faith has been taken; no 
doctrine has had to be abandoned; no gospel 
expunged from the category of the inspired. No 
necessity has been laid upon the Church to 
moderate its worship of Christ, review its posi- 
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tion, or re-adjust its theological views. The 
wave that threatened to be desolating in its 
progress ha^ passed harmless by. , Christ is stiU 
mantled with greatness, and crowned with glory. 
The hostilities have collapsed, and the Christ of 
the evangelists has triumphed. 

The fatherland of this momentous controversy- 
was Germany. Elements, influences, and princi- 
ples, had been at work for years, which could 
have no other issue than the challenging of everj'' 
doctrine of Christian belief. The primal agent 
in the modern Christward movement was 
Schleiermacher. He with emphasis and success 
recalled attention to Christ, ascribing to His 
person supremacy in the sphere of doctrine and 
potential influence in relation to spiritual life. 
Like all men of master minds he commanded a 
following of disciples. But he was a dangerous 
theological leader; evil principles corrupted his 
teaching ; his early training was in conflict with 
his later tendencies ; his theology was at war- 
fare with itself; and no further illustration of 
this is needed, than is supplied in the fact that 
men so dogmatically divergent as Neander on 
the one hand, and Strauss on the other, were 
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both his disciples, and severally claimed him as 
their leader. The two vitiating errors of his 
theology were, first : That he evacuated God of 
personality, and reduced Him very much to a 
mere conception or idea; and second: That he 
substituted what he called Christian consciousness 
for the objective Word of God as faith's standard 
of appeal. According to the respective sides of 
bis teaching that his disciples attached them- 
selves so they developed : imbibing his great 
thought concerning life-communion with Christ 
formed a Neander ; seizing his pantheistic concep- 
tion of an ideal God produced a Strauss. 

The condition of Christendom was favourable 
for being summoned to a devouter adoration of 
Christ. Deep spiritual forces were operating ; 
an earnest yearning after life was arising; an 
era of revival was dawning ; the churches were 
enjoying a gracious outpouring. Two tendencies 
manifested themselves side by side ; increased 
fervour towards Christ ; and a deepening scep- 
ticism about Him. Conflict was inevitable ; and 
the faith of the Church was challenged by Strauss 
in 1835. Germany may be regarded as having 
had three notable sensations — the posting by 

B 
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Luther of the ninety-five theses at the door of 
Wirtemberg Church in 1517 — the publication of 
the Wolfenbuttel Fragments in 1778 — and the 
appearing of a " Life of Christ " by Strauss, as 
mentioned above. The last sensation was as 
profound as any, and certainly it was more 
extensive, for it spread across the border to 
France, and across the channel to England, and 
across the ocean to America. The period of its 
occurrence was fortunate for Christianity. The 
cold dogmatics of the previous century had been 
succeeded by an awakened earnestness in the 
things of God. The tide of evangelical religion 
had begun to run high ; a new devotion to fire 
the Church; a new energy to multiply its 
efforts. The attack that was boldly made was 
therefore firmly met ; the battle was fought on 
the enemies' chosen ground ; criticism was in 
turn wielded in the interests of Christ ; and the 
Christian faith was recovered from disparage- 
ment and re-enthroned as God's eternal truth. 

These recent discussions have given a promin- 
ence to Christ's character greater than was ever 
accorded before. The earlv controversies that 
arose in connection with Him, were minutely 
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theological and metaphysical in their nature, and 
were exclusively occupied with the constitution 
and inner relations of His being. The strength of 
modem criticism and discussion, however, has 
been spent upon Christ historically viewed. The 
point of investigation was not : Of what elements 
is His nature compounded ? nor. What has the 
Church, speaking through its creeds and repre- 
sentative literature, held concerning Him? but, 
Are the Gospels entitled to credibility ? Is it a 
true or mythical life of Jesus they present ? The 
battle raged round the narratives of the several 
evangelists and the central person of their pages. 
Until recently the ethical side of Christ had 
been almost totally overlooked. The manner, 
however, in which He was assailed brought 
forcibly into notice His simple character and 
sinless life ; and a significance and value are 
now attached to these of the very highest kind 
After the discussions that have taken place, and the 
sentiment in the Christian mind that has been 
created, no vindication of Christianity would be 
reckoned satisfactory that did not exhibit and 
enforce the character of Christ, not merely as a 
subordinate, but as the crowning evidence of the 
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faith. There is a moral element about Christ 
which certifies His super-humanity. He trans- 
cends the conditions of the race ; in perfection 
and purity he stands alone. His excellencies 
bespeak that He is divine. 

This aspect of Christ has been studied with a 
care, and apologetic argument founded on it with 
a success, unequalled in the annals of the Church. 
The external evidences alone do not meet the 
necessities of present theological thought ; and 
the conviction now univeiml is, that while they 
are requisite for the purpose of historical verifica- 
tion, the best witness to, and argument for, 
Christianity is Christ. There has been an 
advance made in the direction of understanding 
His true relation to the faith. • Educated religious 
thought has reached the lofty and right conclu- 
sion, that He is its one foundation and highest 
evidence, so that if a new phase of infidelity has 
been developed, a new aspect of Christ has been 
presented. 

The rationalism that sought to construct the 
life of Christ on an anti-supernatural basis has 
had an ominous career. It soon degenerated into 
the fearful negations : No personal God and no 
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divine Christ : disjoined itself from every prin- 
ciple of Biblical religion ; and lapsed into a dreary 
infidelity, renouncing all faith. Starting from 
positions so destructive and sweeping as the 
repudiation of divine agency and the impossibility 
of miracles, it is no wonder that the very abyss 
of unbelief has been reached. The depreciation 
of the Gospels and the mutilation of their 
contents are now historically allied with the 
persuasion of Christianity being a dubious faith 
— ^a religion whose divinity is a questionable 
claim. To what will convictions of such an 
order not conduct ? In what utter scepticism 
must they not necessarily culminate ? 

But there is now everywhere manifest, on 
the part of the Christian Church, an intense 
concentration of thought on Christ. Christian 
life and literature are more fragrant with His 
name. A warmer Christianity is diffused among 
His followers. A purer and more fervent 
evangelism inspires their efforts. All things 
indicate a profounder appreciation of Christ, 
both in relation to the individual soul and 
the outlying world of heathenism. Christ 
in these days has accordingly become both a 
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greater spiritual power and a stronger evidential 
argument. 

In Christ, therefore, modem theology has its 
foundation, modem preaching its theme, and 
modem Christianity its inspiration. He is the 
great fact of the religion that bears His name. 
The constructed dogmas of systems are simple 
accessories, but He himself is the truth. Doc- 
trines not directly Christological ought never to 
be projected into that importance, which would 
make their acceptance or denial decisive of 
allegiance to th6 faith. The conviction rapidly 
dawning on the minds of the entire brotherhood 
of saints is, that a wide doctrinal variation is 
consistent with a common and loyal adherence to 
Christ. In perfect candour, many doctrines, as 
scientifically defined and hitherto regarded as 
fundamental, may be questioned or denied, with- 
out Christianity being in the least subverted. 
The progressions of the future will demonstrate 
this more and more — for the issue of the transi- 
tion theological movements of the present day — 
the drifting on the part of Churches from moor- 
ings whole centuries old — the supplanting of a 
scholastic by a Biblical sum of belief — the dis- 
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carding of mathematical exactness in doctrinal 
details — ^and the more charitable estimate of 
divergences from confessional conformity — will 
be the cordial meeting together of Christians on 
the basis of Christ's person, and the centralization* 
of Christianity in the same. 

The mental uneasiness of our age is portentous 
and wide-spread. On the deepest subjects the 
minds of all thoughtful men are stirred ; and it 
is impossible to be cognisant of the intellectual 
movements of the hour, without having seriously 
pressed on one's personal consideration those 
searching problems, which are everywhere being 
started for solution. On many points traditional 
beliefs have already been departed from ; and a 
revision seems in store for many more. Are we, 
therefore, to be convulsed with alarm, or dis- 
courage the efforts of the friends and advocates 
of inquiry ? Assuredly not. The interests of 
Christianity dictate the exercise of a calm 
confidence and bright hopefulness concerning the 
end. God in His providence is only summoning 
Christian men to distinguish the more clearly, as 
respects their faith, between the citadel and its 
outworks. An obstinate adherence to all the 
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minutise of seventeenth century systems — a 
determined insistance on everything then crystal- 
lized into dogma, as fundamental and as involving 
the whole truth of the Christian religion — a 
persistent over-statement of doctrinal essentials 
— and a chaining of all thought, view, and even 
form of expression to the elaborate theology of 
former days — will only recruit the ranks of 
infidelity and sophisticate that Christianity 
which, as first preached, was so sublimely simple. 
The words of De Pressense are eloquently wise 
and suggestive: "Our effort must be to rise 
above the petty systems in which eternal truth 
is often held captive by the Churches of our day, 
and to grasp it in its grand primeval type." 
Christianity was first propagated by the faithful 
preaching of Christ on the part of the Apostles ; 
and its interests in these days of doubt, and 
research, and theological free-thinking, will best 
be served by the presentation of those facts and 
truths which gather round His supernatural 
person. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE LIVING SAVIOUR THE OBJECT OF FAITH. 

" Gome unto me." — Matthew xi. 28. 

In inquiring after salvation, a great step has 
been gained when the apprehension has become 
vivid, that the soul has to do with a living and 
personal Saviour. Prayer then acquires earnest- 
ness, and views of faith grow clear. This 
important truth lies at the foundation of success- 
ful application for pardon, and the happy begin- 
ning of the Christian life. Clouds of darkness 
soon dissolve, and storms of fears are soon allayed, 
when the anxious one perceives that it is a 
presently living and loving Redeemer in whom 
he is to trust 

In the written Gospels we have embodied 
what is equal to daily communications from 



26 THE LIVING SAVIOUR 

heaven ; and the soul of keen spiritual sensibili- 
ties in its perusal of their chapters, will hear in 
them the voice of the living Lord throughout. 
Until we rise to the apprehension that the 
Saviour now speaks in His recorded words, we 
shall forfeit quickening experiences in their 
study, and remain strangers to their influence 
and power. 

Christianity presents as the object of faith a 
living and incarnate Saviour. It deals in no cold 
abstractions or absolute divinities. A God who 
is afar off — wrapped up in His own being — 
dwelling in distant solitudes — utterly removed 
from the cares and communications of earth — is 
not a God in whom the human heart can confide, 
or for whom it naturally craves. Its instincts 
long for One that is manifested and nigh : in 
whose ear a prayer can be breathed, and before 
whom sorrows can be spread: whose character 
can be loved, and in whose heart can be found a 
home : who bridges the chasm of the infinite and 
stands in sympathy with man. What are the 
incarnations of heathenism but a satisfying of 
this instinct? A divine Being clothed with a 
living personality alone meets the void of the 
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human heart. The religion that would conquer 
humanity to its homage must have as its 
doctrinal basis the proper personality of God. 
It is a Deity in merciful contact with earth that 
the thoughtful soul desires to know : one in 
sympathy with the sinner's wants and aspira- 
tions ; infinitely exalted, and yet lovingly eon- 
descending ; inconceivably mighty, and yet ten- 
derly kind. 

The incarnation of Christ is at once the 
cardinal assertion and the protecting stronghold 
of Christianity. Some would relieve Christianity 
of its affirmation, but that would be to paralyse 
it of power. The incarnation may be a great 
postulate, but it is a great necessity. It invests 
Christianity with the character of a religion for 
yearning souls : secures its adaptability for 
human needs : provides an avenue of access to 
God : unites heaven and earth in fellowship : 
links the divine and human in indissoluble bond. 

In Christ the conscious needs of the race have 
been anticipated. Do we want to lean on some 
higher power ? Christ is the power of God. 
Are we anxiously seeking for one who will prove 
a true Friend ? He is the Brother bom for 
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adversity. Are we longing for a sympathy 
deeper and purer than man's ? He is touched 
with the feeling of His people's infirmities. Are 
we panting for a fellowship in which will be 
forgot the cares of earth and the sorrows of life ? 
He sits upon the mercy-seat to bestow grace and 
dispense the blessings of His salvation. Do we 
yearn to know of One whose ear is never heavy 
that it cannot hear, and whose arm ia never 
shortened that it cannot save ? He is able to 
save to the uttermost all who come unto God by 
Him. Do we wish for One who understands our 
case, who is never wearied with our cries, who 
cares for our souls, who has supplies for our 
needs, balm for our wounds, and healing for our 
sorrows? The Lord Jesus is the all-sufficient 
portion : the fountain that can never run dry : 
the fulness that can never be exhausted : the 
Saviour ever willing to save. 

It is this wondrous being Christ^so lofty and 
divine — so pure in His love — so true in His 
sympathies — so abundant in His saving power — 
and so plenteous in His grace — that the Gospel 
presents as the object of believing faith. The 
religions of the world have nothing to rivaj 
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His person. Their spurious incarnations revolt 
the pious mind, and are incapable of evoking 
adoring worship. But the more His person is 
contemplated, the more extraordinary and sublime 
does it appear: true in its humanity, august 
in its majesty, and real in its divinity ; and as 
its beauties of meekness and mercy, holiness 
and benignity, humility and sympathy, gra- 
dually unfold, veneration is kindled in the heart, 
and love bums with the intensity of an inward 
fire. 

The living personality of Christ cannot be too 
distinctly enforced. It is the grand warrant of 
faith: and the sustaining fact of religious life. 
'* A Christ who is conceived of as only pictured 
in an ancient literature may indeed famish you 
with the theme of a magnificent poetry, but he 
cannot be the object of your religious life. A 
religion must have for its object an actually living 
person." (Liddonon Our Lord's Divinity, Lect. i.) 
In the invitations spoken when on earth. He en- 
treated His hearers to a belief, not in His doc- 
trine, but in His person. In all His expositions 
of truth He directed their attention especially to 
Himself. The mere acceptance of His doctrine 
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was not what He required, the suiTender of the 
heart was what He pressed. His aim was nobler 
than to perplex with speculative theories or weary 
with the metaphysics of abstract thought, for the 
longings of His heart were after the conversion of 
sinners to God. The necessity of faith — ^and faith 
in Himself — was constantly urged. The call He 
sounded was not. Believe this, or Believe that ; 
but. Believe in me. In Him is the soul to confide 
w^ho came for our help and salvation. " Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ," sums up the require- 
ment of the gospel. Saving faith has but one 
object, and that is Christ. The Bible echoes with 
the blessed appeal. Come unto Him. " Look unto 
me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." 
Isaiah xlv. 22. " Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" 
Matt. xi. 28 " He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life." John iii. 36. " Ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have hfe." John v. 40. 
It is not with the coming^ or the believing, we 
have to do, but with the me. In the momentous 
act of evangelical faith the soul must be occupied 
with Chiist. Many look more at the believing, 
than at the Christ to be believed. Now ti-ue 
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faith cannot be exercised while the heart is con- 
cerned more about the coming than about the 
Christ. Into this mistake, alas ! how many fall. 
Faith is placed in faith, instead of in the Saviour. 
The eye is turned inward instead of to the cross. 
But this is not as the Lord himself directs. It is 
not with faith we have to do, but with Christ : 
nor with feeling, but with Christ: nor with desir- 
able experiences, but with Christ : nor with the 
soul in its suggestions, diflSculties, doubts, or 
fears, in any way whatever, but with Christ and 
Him alone. To look to faith and deliberate 
whether it be right, or sufficient, or genuine, 
or saving, is to postpone the hour and the blessing 
of peace : but to look to Christ, notwithstanding 
misgivings and even darkness that may be felt, 
is to hasten the dawn of spiritual light, and the 
break of immortal day. Without a believing 
appropriation of Christ the soul is for eternity 
undone. None ever yet entered heaven who 
passed the living Saviour by, and disobeyed His 
voice of love as He entreated them to come. 

Christ has been raised to the exalted dignity 
of being the object of saving faith, because He was 
the crucified substitute. The importance of His 
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life in heaven arises from the efficacy of His 
death on earth. He is our Saviour on the. throne, 
because He was our Sacrifice on the cross. His 
dying below has made glorious His living above. 
The grandest songs of Paradise are sung concern- 
ing the freeness of His love and the benefits of His 
death. 

The great work of redemption must therefore 
mingle with all our thoughts and views of Christ. 
The end of His mission to this world was to seek 
and to save the lost — purchase forgiveness for the 
most unworthy — and proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord. His highest glory has been 
achieved through His redemption toil, and He is 
dishonoured by that worship which does not 
specially regard His sufferings and sacrifice. The 
character of the crucified One will cling to Him 
for ever, and at this moment He stands in ihe 
midst of the throne a Lamb as it had been slain. 
Such as look to Him, or come to Him, or believe 
in Him, must, if they are to do so aright, seek Him 
as He is the Redeemer and the sin-bearer of men. 
The true penitent will only too gladly pour out 
his sins and sorrows at His feet, and plead that 
His atoning blood may wash from every stain. 
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The greatest honour we can render Christ is by- 
hoping for salvation on the ground of His finished 
work. We may extol His divinity, eulogise His 
character, admire the purity of His life, esteem 
Him the greatest of Beings that has ever trod 
this earth : but if that be all, we deny Him His 
chiefest delight, which arises from trusting Him 
with the whole confidence of the heart, and we 
endanger our safety for eternity. He oflFers Him« 
self as the sinner's righteousness and propitiation 
— the everlasting refuge of the soul — the Saviour 
from wrath on the judgment — ^and it is only when 
embraced in these offices that His word is obeyed 
and His person savingly revered. 

The story of His love and death is ever new 
and fresh, because He ever lives to save. It can 
never become antiquated or merely historical ; 
for it has a permanent and momentous interest 
for sin-stricken souls. Its facts are about Him 
who is ever the same and knows no change. 
They do not recall the memory of one who is 
dead, but illustrate the mercy of one who is alive. 
Their precious significance for the lost would long 
since have been gone, had it not been gloriously 

true that Christ was alive for evermore. 

C 
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Sinners of to-day do not live centuries too late 
to experience His mercy, or be enriched by His 
blessings. All that was ever recorded of His love 
and compassions is unalterably true at the present 
hour. The recital of His goodness and loving- 
kindness in the past, can be followed by no 
mournful regret of His being dead now ; as often 
happens respecting those who have been dis- 
tinguished for beneficence towards the poor and 
generosity towards the needy. It is only the 
living benefactor that can assist the necessitous, 
and extend a helping hand to the oppressed. If 
one is sick, a dead friend cannot wait on him : 
or in debt, a dead relative cannot relieve him : or 
wounded, a dead physician cannot visit him: or 
accused, a dead advocate cannot defend him : or 
solitary, a dead companion cannot commune with 
him. The weary and worn-out traveller, foot- 
sore and thirsty with his desert journey, coming 
to the river side in search of water, but finding 
none, is in no way comforted or refreshed by the 
knowledge that once a pure stream flowed there 
in steady fulness. What he wants is water now, 
and no story of how whole floods once rolled, 
can quench his thirst or revive his strength. 
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And, in like manner, what would it matter to the 
poor sinner to hear of Christ's infinite perfections, 
and boundless love, and unfathomable grace, and 
offered righteousness, if He were not living now ! 
We need a living Christ, and blessed be God we 
have One ! 

It is a certainty as absolute as the operation of 
nature's laws, that Christ sustains immediate rela- 
tions to this world — that He presently puts forth 
activities towards men — and that He exercises 
over His Church an unceasing care. His heart is 
with us ; His love yearns over us ; His attentive 
ear is open to us; His deep anxiety is about us; and 
His heavenly life and perpetual intercessions are all 
for us. Though passed within the veil, and 
exalted as Immanuel on the throne. He is our 
Saviour and Brother. He loves us, and we can 
love Him : He offers himself to us, and we can be 
united to Him ; He blesses us, and we can glorify 
Him. There is nothing more real than the one- 
ness of saint and Saviour: and nothing more 
blessed than their mutual fellowship. 

Christ is infinitely distant and yet intimately 
nigh. We require to travel no vast geographical 
circle before we can reach His presence. In 
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every act of earnest prayer there is a true coming 
to Him^ and a finding of His face and favour. He 
can be met with on any spot of earthy or in any 
latitude on the ocean. The sequestered nook in 
the valley, the lonely place in the wood, the 
humble home of the poor, the craggy height of 
the mountain, the cavern by the shore, the cabin 
out at sea, may at any time be consecrated by his 
presence and irradiated with His glory. His 
residence on earth is over, but His visits to His 
chosen are constant ; and Christian biography has 
the holy tale to tell of sweet communings, and 
memorable seasons, and hallowed enjoyments, 
being vouchsafed believers stilL Vivid realiza- 
tions of His person are afforded those whose lives 
are fragrant with the incense of heaven. The 
promise is remarkably fulfilled, " Lo, I am with 
you alway even unto the end of the world." 
Matt, xxviii. 20. Jonathan Edwards thus de- 
scribes an unexpected spiritual experience he 
enjoyed: "One day when walking for Divine 
contemplation and prayer, I had a view that to 
me was extraordinary of the glory of the Son of 
God as Mediator between God and man, and His 
wonderful, great, full, pure, and sweet grace and 
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love, meek and gentle condescension. His grace 
that appeared so calm and sweet, appeared also 
great above the heavens, the person of Christ 
appeared ineflfably excellent, with an excellency 
great enough to swallow up all thought and 
conception. I had an ardency of soul to be what 
I know not otherwise how to express, emptied 
and annihilated, to lie in the dust and to be filled 
with Christ alone, to love Him with a holy and 
pure love, to trust in Him, to live upon Him, and 
to be perfectly sanctified and made pure with a 
Divine and heavenly purity." Blessed and sub- 
lime experience, justly renowned in the annals of 
Christian life ! Oh to have the horizon of our 
minds filled with the prospect of the Son of God; 
and all things in our eyes overshadowed with the 
brightness and beauty of His glory ! The near- 
est approach to heaven is obtained in the pure 
pleasures of His fellowship. Aspirations are 
begotten which can only be fulfilled by the per- 
fection of the upper world. An anointing is 
received that enriches the heart with the sweet 
odours of Christ evermore. Emotions are 
excited which seem like wafts from the 
bowers of Paradise. And faith, as com- 
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munioQ with the Saviour flows sweetly on, 
basks in those contemplations which herald 
the dawn of the beatific vision of Jesus on the 
throne. 

To attain to a deep consciousness of His person 
and presence, and so have our faith, and praise, 
and prayer, vivified, would assuredly be blessed 
in itself, and richly rewarding to our souls. The 
whole series of our spiritual acts are capable of a 
more earnest and real performance, by which it 
would be manifest beyond question that we be- 
lieved what we professed, and felt what we 
believed. What an arousing incentive is supplied 
us in relation to religious hopes and duties by the 
consideration, that we have so directly and im- 
mediately to do with the Eternal Person of Christ. 
The souls approach to the Saviour is a great and 
blessed spiritual reality, and no mere form, vacant 
of substance and significance ; for it is the ap- 
pointed means of an intercourse, and communion, 
more vital and sanctifying than any maintained 
between friend and friend, and which, begun on 
earth, will be perpetuated in heaven, and last 
through eternity's endless years. A more intense 
occupation of the soul with Christ in the varied 
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acts of spiritual life would furnish new grace for 
our hearts, new delights for our souls, new 
thoughts for our minds, and new themes for our 
songs ; until His presence would become our pas- 
sion, and His fellowship our supremest joy. 

O Jesus ! make Thyself to me 
A living, brigbt Reality ; 
More present to Faith's vision keen 
Than any ontward object seen ; 
More dear, more intimately nigh, 
Than e*en the sweetest earthly tie. 



CHAPTEB III. 

THE LIVING SAVIOUR THE RESURRECTION OF SOULS. 

" The last Adam was made a quickening Spirit.'* — 

1 Cor. XV. 45. 

The Bible doctrine of regeneration accords 
with that of the fall. There is a harmonious 
coincidence between them. God's gracious 
remedy is adapted for the cure and removal of 
man's inward moral disease. The condition in- 
duced by sinfulness is relieved at every point ; 
and the sinner yielding an unfeigned faith re- 
ceives a perfect renovation in Christ Jesus. The 
provisions of mercy are of the amplest order. 
The fulness of divine blessing is pledged for dis- 
pensation to sinners. There is forgiveness for 
their guilt ; sanctification for their depravity ; 
grace for their godlessness ; light for their dark- 
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ness; and life for their deadness. The gospel 
secures their complete recovery to God ; and pro- 
claims regeneration for the vilest of hearts, and 
reconciliation for the most rebellious of man- 
kind. 

The great Author of man's restoration to God is 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. It is by the operation 
of His power — the stretching forth of His hand 
— the lifting up of His voice — that sinners are 
aroused and delivered from death, and raised to 
newness of life. The New Testament passage 
that expounds the quickening agency of Christ 
occurs in John v. 21-26 : " For as the Father 
raiseth up the dead and quickeneth them ; even 
so the Son quickeneth whom He will. For the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son: That all men should 
honour the Son even as they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the 
Father which hath sent him. ' Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and be^ 
lieveth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting Kfe, 
and shall not come into condemnation ; but is 
passed from death unto life. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you. The hour is coming, and now is, when 
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the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ;. 
and they that hear shall live. For as the Father 
hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son 
to have life in Himself." The truths declared 
here are aflirmed in many other places, and form 
weighty doctrines of the Christian faith. 

It is important to understand the nature of this 
quickening power which Christ claims for Him- 
self. His is not a dormant or paussive life : for 
"the Son quickeneth.'* To quicken does not 
mean to succour, arouse, stir up, or strengthen 
life already existing, but to make alive that 
which is dead — to impart life where no life is 
possessed. To revive what is languishing is not 
what is intended by our Lord. Quickening in 
the Scriptures has never this meaning. It is in- 
variably used in the sense of making alive, as for 
instance, "For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive (faxwroti^^i/croi/rai). 
1 Cor. XV. 22. Again, " But if the Spirit of. Him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you 
He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken (foxwrot^crft) your mortal bodies by His 
Spirit that dwelleth in you." Romans viii. 11. 
Whether used in a moral or physical connection, 
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it bears the one signification — to make alive or 
to give life. 

The apostle, in his marvellous exposition of the 
resurrection, applies to Christ the designation — 
quickening spirit. " The last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit." 1 Cor. xv. 45. He was made 
so as the Head and Representative of the race. He 
infused a new life into humanity. It is now His 
distinctive work to beget divine life in human 
souls. His agency is active in all spiritual re- 
newals, for His function in the sphere of grace is 
to make alive. 

The doctrine obviously involved in this con- 
cerning man is, that he is dead. But while this 
is reached by direct inference, it is also corrobo- 
rated by our Lord's statement: "Verily, verily,! say 
iinto you. The hour is coming and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear shall live." The resurrection 
here intimated is not of the body, but of the soul ; 
is not in the future, but in the present ; is not 
from the grave, but from sin. Its hour of occur- 
rence is not announced as posterior to the second 
advent; it " now is." It is a present death of which 
the Lord speaks, anda present awakening likewise. 
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This view of man needing through grace to be 
brought back to spiritual life, throws us back on 
the consideration of his condition as affected by 
sin. Alas] what sad truths are forced on our 
notice as we survey his natural state ! and what 
a dark record must be written of the dispositions 
and deeds of the race ! So lapsed is man from 
righteousness, and so impotent is he for good, that 
he is as unable of himself to live unto God as to 
summon a world into space. To speak of him as 
dead is not to employ the language of metaphor, 
but of visible and irresistible fact. He is blind, 
and has no power of spiritual vision ; he is in- 
sensible, and has no power of spiritual feeling ; 
he is inanimate and has no power of spiritual 
energy ; he is alienated, and has no power of 
spiritual love. These are not the exaggerations of 
a gloomy religiousness, but sober determinations 
educed from the Word of God. " Dead in tres- 
passes and sins " (Eph. ii. 1), is the divine deliver- 
ance on the moral state of man. 

Hence we are prepared for viewing conversion 
as a resurrection from the dead. This is vividly 
presented in the words of Christ already quoted. 
When sinners hear His voice they come to life. 
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No voice but His can reach their ears. To all 
pleadings and persuasions they are deaf until the 
Lviour speaks fn>m on high. MeWhon. when 
first converted, thought it impossible his hearers 
could long resist the gospel story simply and 
afiectionately told, but after labouring for their 
awakening for some time, he had sadly to confess, 
" that old Adam was too hard for young Melanc- 
thon." Every conversion is a miracle of divine 
power. It is a spiritual wonder redounding to 
the glory of God. And had not the Saviour un- 
dertaken to quicken — ^to make alive — ^none would 
have been delivered from death, or rescued from 
the doom of the perishing. No more blessed 
news could greet a world of sinners than, that 
there is a rising from sin to be had in Jesus, and 
freedom from its power. 

There is a suggestive declaration of the apostle 
Paul bearing on this spiritual resurrection. On 
behalf of the Ephesians, he prayed that they might 
know " what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to us- ward who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power, which He wrought 
in Christ when He raised Him from the dead." 
Chap, i 19, 20. Conversion, faith, or regenera- 
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tion are here traced to the working of that same 
mighty power that wrought in Christ, when He 
was raised from the dead. In oider that a soul 
may be born again, no less an d no other power 
than this, requires to be put forth. As brought 
into operation upon the human soul, it is a power 
of no ordinary strength or measure. The Apostle 
amplifies its degree. What wrought in us who 
believe was not simply divine power — nor the 
greatness of divine power — but the exceeding 
greatness of divine power. What must be the 
sinner*s state when, in order to the begetting of 
life, and the production of faith, the employment 
of such a power is requisite ? We cannot answer 
otherwise than. Truly dead — as dead as the 
widow's son — as the daughter of Jairus — as Laza- 
rus as he lay in his grave. The theology that 
comes short of this judgment is deficient in its 
echo of the Word of God. 

It is both the prerogative and pleasure of 
Christ to impart the principle of spiritual life. 
Whenever He quickens, the hitherto closed eye 
must see, and deaf ear hear, and hard heart soften, 
and dark mind be light, and dead soul be life. 
He has life in Himself; life which He has the 
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power of bestowing upon others according to His 
\vilL " The Son quickeneth whom He will." His 
life is independent of the Father, and its com- 
munications to mankind are regulated by His own 
sovereign pleasure. Th^ vivifying of the soul is 
thus the work and will of the Saviour. And how 
assuring to know that His love to sinners never 
changes — that He is always willing to save — that 
He yearns for the return of the lost — and that His 
pity is tender toward the wretched ! His will is 
all on the side of saving and of bringing back 
wanderers to God. 

The deeper problems connected with man arise 
from the fact of his sin. These can never be im- 
partially faced, without the conclusion being 
reached, of the need of supernatural agency to 
effect a moral renewal. Nothing so illustrates the 
extent of the fall, as the distance of man from the 
purity of the divine ideal. Poor sinner, how 
canst thou ever reach that ? Christianity allows 
no compromise as to its attainment, but requires 
its realization on the part of all. Is the state of 
man then hopeless? must he remain for ever 
without renovation, and with the divine image 
unengraven ? The perfect example has been 
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presented, but what if there be neither the dis- 
position nor the ability to rise to it 1 

It is here that two doctrines come in : first. The 
resurrection power of Christ: and second, The 
gift of the Holy Ghost. What we want Christ 
supplies. The life that is absent he implants. 
We are not expected either to renew ourselves, or 
to reach the gospel ideal by eftorts all our own. 
The Holy Spirit is given for this end. Through 
His agency the inner man is transformed and re- 
created; breathings — the sure sign of returning 
life — arise after holiness and the perfection of 
heaven ; old things pass away, all things become 
new. If the question be asked. How comes human 
renovation ? the answer must be : not by any 
earthly influence or by any human power ; but 
by the living Saviour through the Holy Spirit 
begetting the soul anew, raising it to spiritual 
life, and shedding abroad in it the love of God. 
Regeneration is the Spirit*s immediate work ; but 
the Spirit is the Saviour s sacrificial purchase and 
gracious gift. It is therefore to His benign dis- 
pensation of the Holy Ghost that the presence of 
Christian life in the world is to be ascribed. 

These considerations afford us the inviting 
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thought respectmg Christ, that all revivals, in- 
gatheriings, and conversions, are referable to Him as 
the risen and hving One, displaying His quicken- 
ing power and specially designating the Spirit 
to regeneration work. The dead arise only when 
His voice speaks. The dry bones come together 
and live only when the breath of His Spirit is 
vouchsafed. Seasons of abundant spiritual bless- 
ing do not dawn, and harvests of precious 
spiritual fruit are not reaped, through the earnest- 
ness of preachers, or the planned schemes of a 
fervent evangelism. These are but minor causes, 
which, be it observed, may or may not exist. The 
real cause of all awakenings, whether limited or 
widespread in their area, is the living Saviour, 
in answer to the intercessions of His people, 
pouring out the Spirit in His fulness. Where 
Christ does not quicken, there will be no flocking 
.into the kingdom of God, however earnest the 
ministry, or devoted the labours of his servants. 
But when He is pleased in mefcy to manifest His 
quickening power, there will always be an eager 
striving to enter in at the strait gate, and an 
anxious pleading with God to be forgiven, even 
though the preaching be but ordinary, excitement 
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quite unknown, and surrounding circumstanced 
UMual. The eye of the Christian worker and 
Christian preacher must be toward Christ. The 
conditions of highest success depend upon Him. 
We throw the rope, but He gives the drowning one 
power to seize it. We point the way, but He 
gives the inquirer the ability and will to walk 
in it. Wo exhibit the cross, but He gives the 
sinner the faith to look to it. 

The living Christianity which Christ creates 
and sustains in the world by the spiritual energy 
Ho infuses into souls, is the most influential and 
civilising factor operative on the race. We have 
little conception of the imiversal demoralization 
that would have been rampant had there not been, 
on the part of Christ, a plucking of brandsfix)m the 
burning — a converting of sinners from the error 
of their ways — and the raising up of a seed and 
generation unto God. Literature would have had 
no Christian biography — laws no Christian basis 
— governments no Christian principle — cities no 
Christian commimities — villages no Christian 
churches — commerce no Christian merchants — 
families no Christian parents — scholars no Chris- 
tian teachers — ^mourners no Christian comforters 
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— civilization no Christian pioneers — heathendom 
no Christian missionaries — ^lapsed massism no 
Christian workers — destitute sickness no Chris- 
tian infirmaries— and the prison-confined and life- 
abandoned of society, no Christian benevolence to 

• 

look with a compassionate eye on their miseries, 
and devise measures for their reclamation. 
Science traces all heat and motion to the Sun : 
and theology may well trace all grace and good- 
ness among men to Christ. In a word, Christianity 
has begotten the philanthropy of the world. 
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self for me."— Gal. ii. 20. This mystical union is 
a mystery to the world, and an absurdity to the 
profane, but a fond thought to the Christian, and 
a realised fact by the redeemed. 

The fountain of all gracious influence for the 
believer is Christ. The spiritual life lives, 
moves, and has its being, in Him. He is heaven's 
constituted medium of communication to man. 
He is the channel through whom flows all the 
blessings of the covenant of grace. In His fellgw- 
ship the inner Ufe acquires strength and develops 
stature : and He is made of God unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption. — 
1 Cor. i. 30. 

Believers in whom the mystic element is strong, 
fix their contemplations almost exclusively on 
the subjective aspects of grace, to the disregard of 
the vicarious work of Christ. They view Him more 
as the loving and sympathising Friend, than as 
the Atoning High Priest. The spiritual life of 
the soul is more their theological centre than the 
Saviour's substitutionary death. Grace in its 
application is more their meditation than grace 
in its purchase. Christ in us is more their study 
than Christ for us. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE LIVING SAVIOUR THE SECUBITY OF GRACK 
" Because I live ye shall live also."— John xiv. 19. 

There is no expression in evangelical literature 
more current or correct than Christ our life. It 
embodies deep experimental truths, and suggests 
precious spiritual thoughts. The Saviour and 
the saved are linked together in the closest bond. 
They are invisibly and eternally one ; and this 
involves within it the whole blessedness of grace 
and glory. The union between them is deeper than 
that of love or friendship : it is one of life. " I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
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self for me." — Gal. ii. 20. This mystical union is 
a mystery to the world, and an absurdity to the 
profane, but a fond thought to the Christian, and 
a realised fact by the redeemed. 

The fountain of all gracious influence for the 
believer is Christ. The spiritual life lives, 
moves, and has its being, in Him. He is heaven's 
constituted medium of communication to man. 
He is the channel through whom flows all the 
blessings of the covenant of grace. In His fellgw- 
ship the inner life acquires strength and develops 
stature : and He is made of God unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption. — 
1 Cor. i. 30. 

Believers in whom the mystic element is strong, 
fix their contemplations almost exclusively on 
the subjective aspects of grace, to the disregard of 
the vicarious work of Christ. They view Him more 
as the loving and sympathising Friend, than as 
the Atoning High Priest. The spiritual life of 
the soul is more their theological centre than the 
Saviour's substitutionary death. Grace in its 
application is more their meditation than grace 
in its purchase. Christ in us is more their study 
than Christ for us. 
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This form of thought has a fascination for many 
minds. It is often adopted as a recoil from a 
dead and barren orthodoxy. Formal and 
scholastic treatment of sacred doctrine evacuates 
it of life, and has a blighting and shrivelling effect 
on the soul. Earnest-minded men are repelled 
by disquisitions as cold as lead. An antagonistic 
attitude towards all doctrine is assumed, and 
spiritual life insisted on as the only thing essen- 
tial and reaL • 

It is a characteristic of the Reformation theo- 
logy that it exalts to the highest importance the 
sacrificial sufferings of Christ, and determines 
these as the cause to which every enjoyed bless- 
ing of grace is to be referred. Christ's death on 
the cross is regarded as having laid the founda- 
tion for Christ's life in the heart. The work of 
sanctification in the soul is the issue of the work 
of redemption on Calvary. The religious thought 
that does not emphasize this truth has in it the 
elements of corruption and decay. Quietism, for 
instance, with its neglect of the priestly office of 
Christ, cannot avert degeneration. It has no 
regulating principle in its estimate and views of 
truth, but confides in a vagrant inner conscious- 
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ness. It lives not upon the strong and nourish- 
ing food of the Word, but upon the vague 
sublimities of pietistic dreams. 

Unquestionably, when deep yearnings after 
holiness stir the heart, there is a strong temptation 
to look inward with steady gaze, and engage the 
whole thoughts about the needs and prospects of 
the spiritual life. The tendency towards a religion 
of sentiment and feeling often at such a time 
discovers itself, in which mental frames are 
viewed as deciding tests of salvation, and as hav- 
ing a significance almost superior to the state- 
ments of the Word of God. Now, the only 
safeguard against this mysticism in all its forms, 
is a proper appreciation of Christ's propitiation, 
as the sole ground of hope and acceptance. His 
finished work must be our constant stay. In His 
atoning sufierings we must confidently trust. The 
eye must be turned from self to Christ ; from the 
frames of the soul to the righteousness of the 
Saviour. The secret of happiness and prosperity 
in the spiritual life lies in a loving and steady 
contemplation of the Lord. If we seek to lay 
aside every weight, and the sin that doth so 
easily beset us, and to run with patience 
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the race that is set before us, we shall only do so 
with honour and success by looking unto Jesus, 
(fjeb. xii. 1, 2), who, in relation to spiritual life, 
occupies the place of the author and finisher of 
faith. 

The permanence of spiritual life is guaranteed 
by the life of Christ himself. " Because I live ye 
shall live also." There is comfort combined with 
argument here. A fundamental thought is en- 
forced and commended. Christ's life is lifted 
into prominence, and a resistless argument on its 
basis is constructed. 

In the glorious character of the life-giving and 
life-sustaining Saviour, He now sits upon the 
throne. With His life is bound up that of His 
people's. If secure the one, then secure also the 
other. Their connection can never be sundered, 
or vital relationship be modified. This blessed 
truth intelligently embraced, arrests drooping 
faith, and recovers languishing grace. It forms a 
golden thought in the Christian s creed, and a heal- 
ing balm to ailing souls. It whispers to saints 
ever to look above and trust without wavering in 
Christ. All doubts as to whether those who have 
been born again will survive in the life to which 
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they have been begotten, and be preserved to 
eternal blessedness and glory, will be finally ended 
as the thought opens up in its fulness, of the 
security Christ's life gives to His people. Every 
difficulty that can be started, every contingency 
that can be surmised, every possibility that can 
be suggested, every evil issue that can be ap- 
prehended, can all be answered and removed by 
the comforting doctrine, that Christ lives. If the 
anchor holds fast, the ship can be drifted neither 
by winds nor waves ; and if Christ lives we shall 
live also. In the spiritual battle we can never 
hopelessly fiall; in the warfare with sin we can 
never be utterly vanquished; nor as respects 
grace can we ever irretrievably lapse. If we 
backslide. He will restore us ; if hurried into the 
thick of fierce conflict. He will shield us ; if beset 
with troubles He will uphold us ; if the waters are 
like to come over us, He wiU rescue us ; if nights 
of dense darkness overtake us, He will guide us ; 
if swelling waves of tribulation threaten us. He 
will stand by us; if affliction's burning furnace 
consume us. He will tenderly succour us ; if 
bereavement's heavy stroke break us down. His 
gracious hand will bind us up ; if the dealings 
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of Providence wound us, the baptisms of His 
grace will heal us ; if the risings of corruption 
depress us, the comforts of His Spirit will revive 
us ; if the frailties of self alarm us, the promises 
of His aid will compose us ; if a sense of vileness 
prostrates us, the experience of His mercy will 
recover us ; and if the fear of being at last a cast- 
away haunt us, the words spoken by Himself may 
well condole us, "Because I live ye shall live also." 
What cause we have to cast off the garment of 
sackcloth and gird ourselves with gladness ! Our 
hearts ought to leap with exultant joy, and our 
lives to be an unbroken song of praise. 

A new era of life and liveliness will dawn 
when we grasp this certainty of our faith : new 
anticipations also will be excited, and new attain- 
ments pressed after tiU acquired. It is an 
establishing truth for the trembling and anxiously 
exercised soul. When a crisis comes in the 
religious life, when hard problems demand solu- 
tion, when perplexing forebodings occupy the 
mind, whether it be possible to hold on to glory, 
whether the New Jerusalem will at last be gained, 
the failings of the soul overcome, faultlessness in 
heaven attained, and the storms of earth so 
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weathered that the peaceful haven will yet be 
won, — when anxieties such as these take from 
the eyes their sleep, and from the soul its 
wonted calm, no consideration could be more 
suitable or satisfying than, that as Jesus lives 
His people are sure of living too. It is a sus- 
taining and succouring thought; one that 
raises the soul to a higher world of spiritual 
feeling ; and causes hope to plume its wings 
anew and soar to sublimer heights, and scale 
with ease far loftier summits, than were reached 
before. 

There is no reason why believing saints should 
be involved in distracting gloom, or crushed with 
mental despair. The restoration of happy frames, 
a^d spiritual feelings, a.d heavenward throb: 
bings, and Christward aspirations, may be expected 
from an earnest meditation upon the living Lord. 
Well might He say at last to those of the re- 
deemed, who in the days of their flesh were always 
fearing that they would never see glory or inherit 
immortality, "Did I not say to you of little 
faith, Because I live ye shall live also; and 
wherefore didst thou doubt ? Never could thy 
life fail while my life lasted ; never couldst thou 
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have perished on earth while I sat enthroned in 
Heaven." 

Every possible assurance has been given to 
impress us with the conviction of our perfect and 
everlasting safety in Christ. The Apostle Paul 
directs our minds to a forcible consideration in 
the words, "For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life." — Rom. v. 10. What is this but an assertion 
of the absolute certainty of salvation? Value is 
attached to Christ's death, but more to His present 
life. It cannot be that we shall ever perish, if 
He continues to live. When we were enemies we 
were reconciled by His death ; but now, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. He 
lives as our High Priest and Intercessor, and there- 
fore we shall be saved. He lives to bestow the 
Spirit, to apply the blessings of redemption, and 
to perfect the work of grace, and therefore we shall 
be saved. He lives to keep His people from evil, to 
defend them from dangers, to prepare them for 
Heaven, and therefore we shall be saved. He 
lives to sanctify those for whom He died, and to 
conduct them through every sorrow and tribu-^ 



THE SECURITY OF GRACE. 61 

lation to gloiy, and therefore we shall be saved. 
The living Saviour is the aU-suificient security 
of grace. 

This persuasion is confirmed by an additional 
testimony of the Apostle — that Christ is able to 
save to the uttermost, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession. — Heb. vii. 25. Christ's salva- 
tion is perpetual and endless. Whatever may 
emerge after conversion cannot affect His purpose, 
or His power to save. The darkest clouds may 
gather, the densest difficulties may beset, the 
saddest backslidings may occur, but the soul is 
not beyond Christ's resources to deliver, or His 
ability to redeem. Such as He mercifully par- 
dons. He carries on in grace to perfection. None 
of them, can come short of glory, or fail of an en- 
trance into heaven, for He saves to the uttermost. 
There is no point beyond which His preserving 
power does not reach. He saves to the uttermost 
of life and the uttermost of sin. The merits of 
His blood are applied, and the gift of the Spirit 
is bestowed — to the last. The good work in re- 
generation begun He perfects to the end, and 
crowns aU whom He justifies on earth with 
faultlessness in heaven. No true saint need fear 
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that grace may wijiher and utterly decay. The 
work of conversion cannot be undone : Jesus will 
never forget Hjs own. He clings with the ardour 
of divine affection to His people, and will never 
give them up. Though they stoop to the foulest 
follies and lapse into the more depraving sins. 
His grace can recover them, for He saves to the 
uttermost. Life will sooner end than His salva- 
tion fail. And however we may err or stray, 
Christ can always save. 

His ability eternally to save is guaranteed by 
this, that He ever liveth to make intercession. 
The living, conjoined with the interceding, Christ,' 
completes the security of grace for His people. 
Sin cannot remain unpardoned, blessings cannot 
be wholly withdrawn, the spiritual needs cannot 
abide unsupplied, the life of grace cannot go out, 
for Christ lives and intercedes. This blessed 
thought, so true and so comforting, demands of us 
that we renounce every fear of at last being lost. 
The contemplation of Christ's life and advocacy 
is fitted to ground us immovably in the relieving 
conviction, that heaven is as sure to the believer 
now, as if it were in actual possession. 

Once, then, we have life in Jesus, that life 
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lasts always. He cannot die Himself, and we 
cannot die either. "Come what may, transpire 
what will, we shall never be excluded from the 
Kingdom of God. His life cannot be' sundered 
from ours ; and until His life shows signs of de- 
cay, for ours there need be entertained no fear. 
It is hid with Christ in God ; and when Christ 
who is our life shall appear, then shall we also 
appear with Him in glory. — Col. iii. 3, 4. 

Many things mayintervene between this present 
hour, and the liberation of our souls for heaven. 
We know not what a day may bring forth, as 
respects temporal prosperity, or as respects spirit- 
ual experience ! Sickness may come, heavy trials 
may be sent, dire calamities may arise, afflictive 
bereavements may chasten, sad failings may be- 
come manifest, spiritual desertions may be 
suflfered, religious joys may depart, gracious ex- 
periences may decrease, the tender sensibilities 
may be lost, love to the Saviour may flicker and 
wane, the fragrance of piety may disappear, the 
evidences of discipleship may become diflScult to 
detect, — these and other equally humbling 
reverses in spiritual life may take place, but as 
the Saviour lives, the soul, notwithstanding them 
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all, is assuredly safe. Whom He loves, He loves 
to the end : whom He saves; He saves to the last. 
The variations of the inner life are, blessed be 
God, destined for ever soon to cease. The glorious 
time hastens on when the changes, backgoings, and 
depressions, incident to the best believers here, 
will be things of the past, and unknown in the 
sphere to which they will be exalted. Life in the 
fullest sense, and of the noblest order, it will be 
theirs to enjoy : life free from toilings and sorrow- 
ings, groanings and mournings, fallings and re- 
lapsings, coolings and hardenings, dreadings and 
deplorings ; and the glad event of their coronation 
in heaven, will triumphantly display the truth 
of the Apostolic utterance — that Christ is able tq 
save to the uttermost. But for His sustaining grace 
and life-giving communications, who among the 
redeemed would this day have been standing on 
Mount Zion, and rejoicing with the hosts that 
surround the throne ? 

One of the last requests of a dying child of God 
was, "I wish you to Jceep my poor wandering 
mind fixed upon that one blessed truth — Christ's 
glorious resurrection ; for if Christ rose again and 
is aUve, I shall certainly rise and live with Him 
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for eyer." May we have the same appreciation of 
this truth in life, as this saint had in death. In 
it we have a stronghold for faith and hope, and 
when the soul betakes itself to it for refuge, 
safety is felt, the present viewed with calmness, 
and the future anticipated with confidence. 
From storms of fear, and sweeping hurricanes of 
doubt, and withering blasts of unbelief, and 
disastrous risings of apprehensive frames, we can 
find shelter behind this glorious thought — that as 
Christ lives we shall live also. 

The words of Owen are noteworthv on this 
subject. " Our aU," he remarks, " depends upon 
the kingdom and throne of Christ. He is our 
King if we are believers ; our King to rule, 
govern, protect, and save us, — to uphold us 
against opposition, to supply us with strength, 
to guide us with counsel, to subdue our enemies, 
to give us our inheritance and reward : and there- 
fore our principal interest lies in His throne, the 
glory and stability thereof. Whilst He reigneth 
we are safe, and in our way to glory. To see by 
faith this King in His beauty, upon His Throne, 
high and lifted up, and His train filling the 
temple ; to see all power committed unto Him, 
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all things given into His hands, and Him dispos- 
ing of all and ruling all things for the advantage 
of His Church, must needs cause them to rejoice 
whose whole interest and concernment lies 
therein." 

** No oondemnation " — none I 
No more desponding tears I 

. Nought hath been left undone, 
No cause remains for fears : 
All who in Jesns now believe 
Full pardon, endless life receiye. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE LIVING SAVIOUR THE PERSONAL FRIEND. 

*' There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother." — 

Peov. xviii. 24. 

The character of Christ on earth as described in 
His fourfold biography, was in harmony with His 
perfect human nature, and befitting one on a plat- 
form of equality with God. He was the ideal of 
virtue and of love : the pattern of holiness and of 
truth. His sympathies were as unbounded as His 
greatness was unsurpassed. There concurred in 
His character, not only the qualifications for being 
a Saviour, but also the graces which constitute a 
Friend. None could come within reach of His 
influence, without being struck with the magni- 
tude of His compassions, and the large-hearted- 
ness of Hia humanity. Neither the coldness of 
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the stoic, nor the exclusiveness of the official, were 
ever chargeable against Him. The interior forces 
of pity, and love, and sympathy, wrought upon 
Him with a power never experienced by any be- 
fore. The sullen passion of revenge, never either 
frowned His brow, or stormed His heart. On a 
scale that can never be approached, He exhibited 
the pure graces of a sinless « nature, and with a 
meekness "and lowliness of heart too sublime to be 
reproduced on earth. He displayed those riches of 
infinite love, which were the motive-power of His 
stooping in mercy to save the world. He had a 
kind word for the poorest ; a place in Hia heart 
for the wretched ; an open hand for the needy ; 
a benediction for the saddest : a welcome for the 
prodigal : and a tear for the castaway. Disease 
vanished from the body, and depression departed , 
from the mind, at His resistless word. By His 
free and appropriate blessings. He started one and 
another on a new career of existence, and inaugu- 
rated new eras of spiritual life. His presence in 
any village by the way was the advent of mercy 
for the sinful, and recovery for the incurable. 
The helpless and hopeless found in Him a tender 
benefactor, and a never-failing friend. 
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There have been heroes in the world who have 
accomplished remarkable achievements, but to 
whom few could feel drawn, because of their 
hardness of heart and repulsiveness of manner. 
The two qualities of eminence in achievement and 
meekness of character, are rarely combined, and 
many whose deeds we admire, their persons we 
cannot esteem. Those who govern many, often 
love but few, and the applauded of all, is fre- 
quently the friend of none. . Raise some to the 
pinnacle of fame, and giddy with success, they 
withdraw their interest in others, and become in- 
flated with notions of themselves. The wreath- 
ing of the brow with laurels is, in many cases, the 
hardening of the heart into stone. All through 
history this has more or less prevailed, and the 
brightest examples, and most renowned names 
upon its roll, as they have grown in celebrity, 
bave diminished in amiability, and have risen to 
an outward grandeur at the expense of inward 
grace. 

In Christ alone, after the most perfect order, do 
we find the great and the good combined. His 
humility was as low, as His dignity was high. 
His heart beat strong with quenchless love for 
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lost and unforgiven ones. The Man of Sorrows 
was moved with meltmg sympathies. Majesty 
and meekness were conjoined. No deficiency 
in His graces can be detected. His moral per- 
fection is beyond the need of defence. 

Many centuries have come and gone since He 
wearily travelled this earth, but His character 
has lost none of its sweetness, His heart none of 
its tenderness, His sympathy none of its fulness 
or its power. His varied excellencies of affection 
and of love, have undergone no change. What 
He was in the way of pity and graeiousness on 
earth. He is now, though enthroned in heaven. 
In the beauties of His manhood, and the solidity 
of His friendship, He is the same yesterday, and 
to-day, and for ever. — Heb. xiii 8. The study of 
Christ in the days of His flesh, yields the know- 
ledge of what Christ is in glory. The Gospels 
illustrate the graces of the ever-living Christ. 
The gentleness that would neither break the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax, dis- 
tinguishes Him still. Our High Priest before the 
throne is merciful and faithful, and touched with 
the feeling of the infirmities of His people. — Heb. 
iv. 15. 
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In looking back on His recorded life, the desire 
has arisen in many breasts, to have lived and 
walked with Him during His sojourn among men. 
The contemplation of His lovely, character capti- 
vates the heart, and the highest blessedness 
conceived, is to have followed Him in His wander- 
ings, listened to Bis inspiring words, and dwelt 
in the shadow of His sacred presence. But 
though living so long after His abode in this 
world, we have sustained no loss. We can love 
Him, and dwell with Him, as truly as those who 
were His chosen disciples and immediate followers. 
Moreover, He is as much the gracious Saviour and 
the personal Friend as when He wept over Jeru- 
salem — restored the widow's son at Nain — healed 
the woman with the issue of blood — or forgave 
Peter his thrice-repeated sin. Even now, none 
can ever look to Him in vain, or trust in His right 
arm and be disappointed. He is a Friend above 
all othei's — that sticketh closer than a brother — 
immutable in His purpose, and inseparable in His 
love. 

The most blessed and rejoicing consolatioixs 
are ours, because Jesus our Friend now lives. 
He has removed from the palpable, but not from 
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the real. If there were none such as He to con- 
fide in, how solitary would be life, how crushing 
its trials, and how unsupportable its anxieties. 
The under-currents of agitation and suspense 
that run through life, demaiid for the soul such a 
solace and stay, as is to be found in the friendship 
of Christ. His sympathy is on the highest scale, 
His compassion of the truest order. His friendship 
of the fastest kind. His love of the most enduring 
nature. The ardour of His affections never abates, 
the echoes of His intercessions never cease. We 
have a sincere and devoted friend in Christ : one 
who can be unfailingly trusted to succour in the 
hour of need, and to comfort in the solitude of 
distress. There is a void in every heart which 
He alone can fill up. The human soul has no 
self-sustaining power, but must cling to some- • 
thing or some one. It has an instinctive longing 
after rest in the favour and love of a higher 
Being, and never attains to a calm repose, until 
friendship and communion have been obtained. 
The profounder yearnings remain unsatisfied, 
until Christ is embraced for life and salvation. 

The soul that can exult in Him as its friend 
and portion has reached the heavenly places of 
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Christian experience. It can weep out its 
sorrows at His feet, and roll upon Him its ^very 
care. Those precious consolations will rejoice it, 
which flow from having a good hope of heaven 
through Him, It will be conscious of the sup- 
porting influences of grace, and receive growing 
accessions of spiritual strength. Whenever there 
is an embracing of Christ in Hjs fulness, and a 
giving of the heart to Him in the sincerity of 
earnest faith, new motives impel, new views 
unfold, new powers awaken, new feelings flow, 
and new prospects open. Noble aspirations 
mould the life, holy thoughts tone the heart, 
and faith, in its survey of the unseen, anticipates 
the glories of eternity, and the joys that will 
never end ! 

That the believer can never be utterly fiiend- 
less in the world, is a consolation as blessed as it is 
true. Of earthly friends he may have none, and, 
so far as human sympathy is concerned, he may 
be desolate ; but better than a thousand friends 
surrounding one in sadness, in sickness, or in 
poverty, is it to have Christ as the personal and 
accepted Redeemer. The happiest are not those 
for whom kind inquirers knock at the door with 
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every tick of the clock ; for though nursed in the 
midst of luxurious comforts, and condoled with in 
accents of touching compassion, yet the pang of 
wretchedness may be tormenting the mind, and 
goading it on to the extremity of despair. The 
populous sickroom is not always the brightest, 
nor the loneliest the saddest. The prostrate 
disciple, with none to minister cordials, or break 
the monotony of affliction's weary hours, is ofbtimes 
the gladdest, for though lacking ifriends on earth, 
there is a better in the sky. But whether friends 
here be many or few, Christ eclipses them alL His 
comforts are more soothing, His presence more 
satisfying. His blessings more sustaining, than 
any that the most endeared or attached can 
supply. In the still watches of the night, when 
the feeble sufferer battles with trouble, and 
languishes in distress, He draws near in pitying 
mercy, and cheers the soul with the choice feast 
of His love. Dr Marshman, of Serampore fame, 
repeatedly exclaimed, as he lay in the debility of 
death, " The precious Saviour : He never leaves 
nor forsakes." In the deepest silence of the mid- 
night hour the afflicted saint can composedly 
testify, "I am not alone." And when disease and 
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declining power so bedim the eye that the dying 
one cannot see, and weaken the energies that he 
cannot speak, and close the senses that he cannot 
hear, the Saviour vouchsafes a fellowship and 
diflFuses a joy, which those around can little com- 
prehend. Human friendship has its painful and 
distressing inabilities, and the time always comes 
when its tender voice of love can no more be 
heard, its sweet look of affection no more be seen, 
and its little acts of kindness no more be enjoyed ; 
but though parted from the intercourse of the 
weeping ones around, arid beyond their power to 
console, the departing are safe in the arms of that 
Saviour, whose loving care in the closing hour is 
to perfect the soul in grace, and prepare it for the 
full vision of glory. Oh, it is a reconciling thought 
that when our beloved ones approach the verge of 
the eternal world, and hover on the boundary line 
of the unseen, and we are helpless to sustain them 
with our words or relieve them by our cordials, 
there is a Friend to whom we can commit them, 
whose love and mercy are ever sure ! 

This friendship of Christ's is commended by 
many considerations. It is one of sympathy, 
" We have not an high priest who cannot be 
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touched with the feeling of our infirmities." — Heb. 
iv. 15. It is one of presence, "Lo, I am with 
you alway,even unto the end of the world." — ^Matt. 
xxviii. 20. It is one of care, "He shall feed His 
flock like a shepherd : He shall gather the lambs 
with Hjs arms, and carry them in His bosom, and 
shallgently lead those that are with young," — Isaiah 
xl. 11. It is one of succour, " Fear thou not ; for I 
am with thee : be not dismayed ; for I am thy God : I 
willstrengthenthee : yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteous- 
ness." — Isaiah xli. 10. It is one of enduring faith- 
fulness, "When thou passest through the waters, I 
will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee : when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee." — Isaiah xliii. 2. 
And, finally, it is one of eternal fastness, " For I 
am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord."— Eom. viii. 38, 39. ^ 

How blessed to carry along with us through 
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life a sense of this constant and hallowed friend- 
ship of the Saviour's! One who rose to a dis- 
tinguished place in missionary enterprise thus 
wrote of himself in early years — "I began to 
think that I must learn to rest on One higher 
and more constantly present than any one on this 
earth could be, for sympathy and assistance in the 
struggle of life." He begins life well who begins 
it with Christ as the confidential friend. Others 
may forsake and forget us, but He never will. 
The direction of His love is straight towards His 
own. Amid the variations of life, the vicissitudes 
of fortune, the perplexities that harass our daily 
path, we can cling to Him as our strength in 
weakness, and star of hope in darkness. We 
never escape His observing eye. A dying 
consumptive, whose moments of consciousness 
were few, when asked, " Are you thinking of 
Jesus to-day ? " replied in words worthy of being 
written in gold, " When I am conscious I am 
thinking of Jesus. When I am unconscious 
Jesus is thinking of me." 

What shall we adequately say of this Friend ? 
Our speech must be stammering at the best. His 
love never cools ; His patience never wearies ; 



78 THE LIVING SAVIOUR. 

His compassions never cease ; His blessings never 
fail ; His life never ends. He has an ear for all 
our sorrows ; a balm for all our miseries ; a 
cordial for all our hearts; a supply for all our 
needs ; an answer for all our prayers ; a smile to 
cheer us on; a helping hand to aid us on our 
way; forgiving mercy for our sins; plenteous 
grace for our souls ; celestial peace to subdue our 
fears ; infinite strength to overcome our weak- 
ness ; sweetest joys to heal our griefs ; unerring 
wisdom to guide us to glory; righteousness to 
make us worthy; holiness to make us perfect; 
life to make us immortal ; gladness to make us 
blessed ! 

Well may we long and pray, " Jesus, be Thou 
our Friend : shine on us with Thy face : visit 
us in Thy grace : shed abroad in us Thy love : 
make us wholly Thine : dwell within us by Thy 
Spirit : yield us heaven in Thy fellowship." 

These is a friend who sticketh fast : 
Who keeps His love from first to last : 
And Jesas is His name. 
An earthly brother drops his hold : 
Is sometimes hot and sometimes cold ; 
But Jesus is the same. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE LIVING SAVIOUR THE ULTIMATUM OF 

KNOWLEDGE. 

"That I may know Him."— Philippians iii. 10. 

The race after riches has its parallel in the search 

after knowledge. The desire to acquire mental, 

is as eager as to amass material, wealth. The 

records of learning disclose instances of amazing 

industry and exhausting application, study by 

night and day, subsistence on the meanest fare, 

and noble perseverance amid overwhelming 

difficulties, and crushing discouragements. The 

thirst for intellectual knowledge affects the soul 

like a passion, and creates within it an impelling 

force which nothing can overcoihe. The greatest 

sacrifices are willingly made that the mind may 

be expanded and informed. Be it a department 
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But when we pass from the philosophy of 
the ancients to their worship, melancholy facts 
become visible. There was a pervading darkness 
which the subtlest minds could not pierce. The 
founders of the various philosophical schools 
benefited their own and succeeding generations 
in many ways, and shed light on many things ; 
but there was one subject they could not clear up, 
and that the most important of all — evon the 
religion that saves the soul and is acceptable to 
the true God. The religious conception dis- 
tinctive of any nation, tests the real attainments 
and intelligence of its people ; and, judged by this 
standard, we cannot place ancient Greece or 
Rome very high. They lacked the highest know- 
ledge, and were furthest behind in that wisdom 
which is of the most eminent kind, and without 
which no nation can be truly great, and no people 
savingly enlightened. They were ignorant of 
those things which tower above all others in their 
interest for the human soul, and their bearing on 
its destiny in the world to come. The wisest 
could tell nothing of the true wisdom ; nor the 
acutest, of the true God; nor the priests of 
the mysteries, of the way of life. The story is 
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told of Pythagoras, one of the earliest and ablest 
of Grecian philosophers, that being asked the 
question, What is God ? he requested two days 
to consider his answer ; but being unable in that 
time to frame it, he besought four days more ; but 
being still unprepared, he asked other eight 
days ; and at last had to confess tl^at the more he 
thought of the question, the more perplexed was 
he how to answer. The baffling problem of 
ancient philosophy was the unknown God, whose 
personality and attributes its investigations could 
not discover. 

Now, when we consider that these ancients, 
notwithstanding their various philosophies and 
their refined aesthetic culture, enrolled the spirits 
of departed heroes among their objects of worship 
bowed down to idols and the inferior animals of 
creation, deified the forces of nature, paid adoring 
reverence to demons, attributed to their gods 
every form of crime and every excess of lust, and 
mingled with their most sacred observances the 
practices of foulest vice, what verdict can we 
pass on them, but that they were densely dark 
and deeply sunk in degrading superstitions, and 
repulsive impurities? 



84 THE LIVING SATIOUB 

The philosophies they founded were powerless 
forces to renovate the mind. The culture in 
which they abounded, did nothing to relieve them 
of the bondage of enslaving superstitions. Side 
by side with model statues, were the sculptured 
forms of their pagan gods I Licentiousness was 
nursed by their religion, and crime sanctioned by 
their divinities. The deficiencies of ancient 
Greece and Rome, were wholly on the religious 
side. But these were enough to affect their 
entire national life, to con'upt their civilization, 
barbarize their social system, and render them 
dark and benighted lands. 

Polytheism has debased and degenerated many 
peoples, and arrested the higher progressive de- 
velopments. In many respects modem India and 
China present a parallel to ancient Greece and 
Rome, in the blighting influence exercised by 
' polytheistic beliefs. The inhabitants of these 
countries are prodigiously acute and intelligent : 
they have an interesting literature of their own ; 
they exhibit a civilisation as advanced as that to 
which Greece and Rome in their palmiest days 
ever attained; they cultivate philosophies, and 
display rare powers of speculative thought. 
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Yet alongside of these things they yield them- 
selves to the practice of the most unutterable 
abominations, and cherish the most sanguinary 
superstitions. What India and China need, like 
Greece and Rome of old, is not education, nor 
ingenuity in mechanics, nor consolidated society, 
nor the veneer of western civilisation ; for they 
have these things already to a considerable 
degree ; but what they need to emancipate them 
from the thraldom of their enfeebling faiths, and 
start them as nations and peoples on illustrious 
careers, is the knowledge of the gospel of Christ. 
And as with nations, so with individuals. 
Aberrations in religion are the most dangerous 
and destructive, being from their very nature more 
deadly in their influence, and sweeping in their 
range, than all others combined. The saddest 
record that could be written of any man, viewed 
as to happiness here, or immortality hereafter, is, 
that though knowing many things, he knows not 
God. One may be rich in this world's goods, but 
if not rich with treasures in heaven, he is really 
poor ; he may be wise in this world's affairs, but 
if heedless of the next world's concerns, he is 
really foolish. Nothing can make up for the 
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lack of the knowledge of Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified. Renowned scientific attainments, and 
distinguished intellectual endowments, and the 
highest literary accomplishments, are miseitibly 
vain as substitutes. Whatever qualifications may 
be bequeathed or acquired, the fact remains un- 
affected, that the soul unenlightened by the 
knowledge of Christ, lives a dark life, dies a dark 
death, and has in store for it a dark eternity. 
Nothing so clouds the bright intellect as the 
keeping of Christ out of the heart. A vicious 
development of some faculty is certain to ensue, 
and hence it is, that so many who otherwise are 
competent and able men, whenever they touch 
the topic of religion, play the fool and bring dis- 
honour upon themselves. With souls out of 
sympathy with God, they are in revolt against 
all religious truth. 

The godly of all ages have had to mourn 
fresh and original minds being weakened and 
impaired, by their hostility to the things of God. 
Posterity cannot look back with immixed satis- 
faction on those, who though celebrated in the 
walks of philosophy and science, yet repudiated 
the doctrines and fiaith of Divine revelation. Too 
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many historical names have* sad associations in 
this respect. Their relation to religious hopes 
and consolations during life's farewell hour, has 
impressively exhibited their darkness and de- 
pravity. The corrupting influence of unbelief 
needs no corroboration. And the annals of the 
past record in what weary miseries it involves 
those who yield to it, in what perpetual gloom it 
enshrouds the finest minds, how it blunts the 
moral sense, sears the conscience, and depraves 
the best powers of the soul. Alienation from 
Jesus Christ produces a vitiation of the character 
throughout. 

There is nothing to be compared with the 
illumination of the soul which a knowledge of 
Him confers. As with the world and its night, 
endless lamps, candles, and gases may be burned, 
but thick darkness notwithstanding prevails 
around, which is only removed by the rising of 
the sun in the heavens, and the pouring forth of 
its floods of light: so with the soul and its 
knowledge ; it may be instructed in science and 
proficient in varied learning, but these are but 
feeble lights which illumine a little, and do not 
chase the darkness really away, which can only 
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be done by Christ, as the Sun of Righteousness, 
arising in the brightness of His splendour, and 
shining in the glory of His saving power. Not 
all the lights that can be manufactured can ever 
take the place of the sun, and not all the human 
learning that can be accumulated can ever taJ^e 
the place of Christ. With true Christian instinct 
Henry Martyn wrote in his diary — " After all the 
acquisitions of human science, what is there to 
be compared with the knowledge of Christ and 
Him crucified ? " And the celebrated John Selden 
from his death-bed testified — " I have surveyed 
most of the learning that is among the sons of 
men : I have my study full of books and papers 
on most subjects in the world : yet at this time 
I cannot recollect any passage, out of innumerable 
books and manuscripts I am possessed of, wherein 
I can rest my soul, save out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Of all my disquisitions and readings, 
nothing now remains to comfort me but this 
remarkable passage of God's Word: 'It is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners ' — 1 Tim. i. 15." 

The sum and perfection of knowledge, accord- 



THE ULTIMATUM OF KNOWLEDGE. 89 

ing to the Scriptures, is Christ Jesus. With 
emphasis the voice of Holy Writ utters this truth 
— ^"-But what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung that I may win Christ." — Phil. iii. 
7, 8. '*•! am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ : for it is the power of God unto salvation, 
to every one that believeth, to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek. For therein is the righteous- 
ness of God revealed from faith to faith." — Rom. 
i. 16. "I determined not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified," 
—1 Cor. ii. 2. " But God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me and I 
unto the world." — Gal. vi. 14. Cherishing such 
exalted conceptions of Christ, is it any wonder 
that the burning desire of Paul's heart was, 
" That I may know him." 

In a number of other passages the same 
thought is presented and confirmed. Christ 
crucified is the power and the wisdom of God. — 
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1 Cor. i. 24. An attainment besought on behalf 
of the Ephesians was, that they might know 
Christ in the incomprehensibiUty of his love. 
— iii. 19. The final end of Christian instruction, 
and the work of the ministry, is the edification of 
the body of Christ, so that they may all come, in 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ. — Eph. iv. 12, 
13. And this testimony of transcendant signifi- 
cance is borne of Christ, that " in Him are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

The Socratic formula for the highest wisdom 
was, "Know thyself;" but the Christian formula is, 
" Know Christ Jesus." No wisdom can rival the 
wisdom of God, and Christ is He. No being can 
surpass the Son of God, and Christ is the only 
begotten Son. When we know Him, we can 
know none better or higher. He is the centre of 
Bible truth : the commanding theme of Scripture 
revelation. He formed the one subject of 
Apostolic preaching to Pharisees at Jerusalem, to 
philosophers at Athens, and to idolaters at 
Ephesus. There was much to tempt the Apostles 
to vary their theme, and so far meet the demands 
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of their hearers. But to members of all national- 
ities alike, they addressed the same doctrine and 
commended the same person. They urged one 
duty — ^the duty of repentance ; they proclaimed 
one method — the method of salvation ; they re- 
lated one story — the story of the cross; they 
described one life — the life of the suffering 
Saviour; they lingered over one death — the 
death of the Substitute ; they pictured one scene 
— the scene of Calvary; they triumphantly 
asserted one fact — ^the fact of the resurrection. 

The New Testament doctrine of Christ is of a 
very lofty order. He could not have been 
exalted higher than He is. The most absolute 
pre-eminence is in all places ascribed to Him. 
The Epistle which more than any other is 
Christological in its doctrine, is that to the 
Colossians. K that to the Romans sets forth 
faith ; and that to the Ephesians sets forth the 
Church ; that to the Colossians sets forth Christ. 
It forms a magnificent tribute to His greatness 
and glory. If any would study Christ let them 
study this Epistle. It is rich in thoughts of 
sublime grandeur, and conducts the mind to the 
deepest views of the majesty of the Son of God. 
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"The Epistle is thoroughly Christological : 
Christ's Person is the Lord of Eternity, ruling 
heaven and earth, the visible and invisible 
(i. 14-16, 19; ii. 9), who by entering into our 
race and the history of humanity (i 18), has re- 
conciled all things and all classes to God (i. 20, 21), 
has so spanned all centuries of development, that 
out of Him and before Him even the highest 
mental culture and noblest morality are but rudi- 
ments, elements of the world which pass away 
(ii. 8) ; in Him are given peace (i. 20) ; life (i. 18, 
ii. 13, iii. 1-3) ; salvation and bliss (i. 22, iii. 4) ; 
likewise all virtue (iii. 5-14), in all the moral re- 
lations of life (iii. 18, iv. 1) ; and this is done by 
the ethical method of faith (i. 23, ii. 13) ; in 
obedience to His word (iii. 16), in vital fellow- 
ship with Him (ii. 11-15, iii. 1-4), and in prayer 
(iv. 2), so that Christ for us becomes Christ in us 
(ii. 13-15, iii. 3, 4). — (Braunej Intro, to Col. in 
Lange^s Com.) 

The doctrine of Christ must ever form the 
prominent subject of all sound religious thought. 
Christianity flourishes only in proportion as Ho 
is advanced to the fore-front of presented truths ; 
and whenever He is subordinated in His person, 
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His claims, or His work, spiritual deadness may- 
be expected to supervene, and the saddest declen- 
sions to result. There is a potency about Christ, 
spiritually contemplated, that keeps lively the life 
of grace. The sun does not more surely revive 
and strengthen the plants of the earth, than views 
of Christ mature the gi-owth of the soul. The 
nearer souls live to Him, the warmer are they in 
religious life ; but the further they depart from 
Him in fellowship, knowledge, or conformity, the 
lower in temperature do they fall, cooling in the 
ardour of their affections, and hardening into an 
iciness of heart. If we journey to the south and 
reach those lands where the sun beams directly 
overhead, nature is found clothed with luxurious 
vegetation, and the birds feathered in hues of 
richest beauty ; but if we turn the course north- 
wards, and navigate for those parts which lie 
farthest from the sun, nothing but perpetual 
snows and desolate wastes meet Ihe eye. Nature 
is here an emblem of grace. There is a spiritual 
south where the Sun of Righteousness brightly 
shines : and in that latitude we must dwell, if 
our souls are to pulsate with life, and be verdant 
with the graces of the sanctified. The spiritual 



94 THE LIVING SAVIOUR 

sphere' has its tropical clime, — Jesus savingly 
known and communed with at the mercy seat. 
Religion can never be separated from Christ and 
His fellowship : it can only live in sight of His 
person and His cross. The inspiring influences 
which impel to its cultivation, flow from Him 
alone. Let morality or criticism, either in pulpit 
instruction or private meditation, be substituted 
for Christ, and the life of religion is extinguished, 
and all possibility of its survival undermined. 
An obscurely presented Christ issues in a feebly 
developed Christianity; and a total shunting 
aside of the Saviour, is a killing outright of the 
soul. The fresh bloom of spiritual life, and its 
steady onward growth, are blessings which can 
only be enjoyed by sitting under His shadow. 
Oh what sublime truths gather round His name, 
and what holy mysteries are discovered in His 
fellowship. Christian hope finds in Him its 
highest motive, and the saintly heart its deepest 
consolations. 

The soul of man has none greater to prize or 
ponder than Jesus Clirist. "To know Him," 
has been the standing prayer of believers in all 
generations. " What a wonderful Being is Christ 
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Jesus," was the adoring^exclamation of one of the 
first thinkers of this century, when he lay on his 
death-bed awaiting the solemn change. The 
more we know Him the more will we adore Him, 
and abound in the celebration of His praises. 
He merits all the names ascribed to Him in 
prophecy, ." Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. — Isaiah ix. 6. In Him all glory has its 
fountain : all grace its source ; all majesty its 
seat ; all deity its image ; and principality its 
head. In Him too all Heaven has its Lord, all 
saints their Saviour, all men their Judge, all 
kingdoms their Governor, all stars their Ruler, 
all earth its Sovereign, all creation its Creator, 
all being its Author, all life its Preserver, all 
systems their Upholder, and all existence its 
end. Every capacity He combines in one, every 
perfection He presents in purity, every attribute 
He possesses in fulness. His dignity is divine. 
His generation eternal. His worth unspeakable, 
His work imperishable, His grace fathomless, 
His glory peerless, His blood priceless, His heart 
sinless, and His honours endless. Such is 
Jehovah-Jesus, whose own words to the 
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Father were, "This is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent." — John xvii. 3. 

The knowledge of Christ has many attractions 
for the soul, being justifying, satisfying, and 
abiding. The deeper questioniongs of the heart 
are only answered in Him. Rest for the soul 
when weary, can only be obtained through Him. 
Hi,s memory clings to the mind when that of 
others pass away. Sometimes He forms the 
solitary recognition of the dying mid the falling 
of the shadows of death. As Bishop Beveridge 
lay on his death-bed, he knew none of his Menda 
A minister, with whom he had been intimate, 
asked him, " Bishop Beveridge, do you know me ?" 
" Who are you ? " was the reply. Being told his 
name, he answered that he did not know him. 
Another acquaintance visiting him asked him the 
same question, and met with the same reply. 
Being informed that it was one of his well- 
known friends, he said he did not know him. 
His wife, approaching the bed-side, asked him if 
he knew her. " Who are you ? " was the reply 
once more. Being assured it was his wife, he 
said he did not know her. "Well," said one 
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standing round, " Bishop Beveridge, do you know 
the Lord Jesus Christ ? " " Jesus Christ," said 
he, reviving as the words fell on his ears. " Oh 
yes, I have known him these forty years; 
precious Saviour! He is all my hope." The 
name of Christ for the saintly has an undying 
spelL The faculties recover their energies under 
its very sound. Whispered into the ear of the 
departing, it is as a balmy gale wafted from the 
hills of frankincense in Paradise. 

" The deepest affection in a believing soul is 
the love of its Saviour. Deeper than the love of 
home, deeper than the love of kindred, deeper 
than the love of rest and recreation, deeper than 
the love of life, is the love of Jesus. And so, 
when other spells have lost their magic, when no 
name of old endearment, no voice of onwaiting 
tenderness, can disperse the lethargy of dissolu- 
tion, the name that is above every name, pro- 
nounced by one who knows it, will kindle 
its last animation in the eye of death." — 
{Dr, James Hamilton^ Works^ vol, I. p, 43.) 

Thus it is no flight of rhapsody to characterise 
in extolling terms the knowledge of Christ. He 
is the true light and the eternal wisdom ; with- 
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out whom none are made wise unto salvation. 
Before His arising all shadows flee away, and a 
spiritual dawn breaks that will deepen into the 
splendour and brightness of eternal day. John 
Brown of Haddington has left on record the 
glowing testimony, "Little as I know of 
Christ (and it is my sin and shame that I know 
so little) I would not exchange the learning of 
one hour's fellowship with Christ, for all the 
learning of ten thousand universities during ten 
thousand ages, even though angels were to be my 
teachers." It was a saying, once common with 
respect to Thomas Aquinas, the scholastic 
writer, that he that did not know him did not 
know anything, but that he that knew him 
knew everything. We bori'ow the sentiment, 
and we consecrate it to Christ. 

" My friends," says M'Cheyne, " have you seen 
Christ, who is the truth ? Has He been re- 
vealed to you, not by flesh and blood, but by the 
Spirit of our God ? Then you know how true it 
is that in Him 'are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge,' — ^that He is the 
'Alpha and Omega,' the beginning and ending 
of aU knowledge. But if you have not seen 
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Christ, then you know nothing yet as you ought 
to know; all your knowledge is like a bridge 
without a keystone, — ^like a system without a sun. 
What good will it do you in hell, that you knew 
all the sciences in this worid, all the events of 
history, and all the busy politics of your little 
day ? Do you not know that your very knowledge 
will be turned into an instrument of torture in 
hell ? Oh, how will you wish in that day that 
you had read your newspaper less and your 
Bible more, — that with all your getting, you had 
got understanding, — ^that with all your know- 
ledge, you had known the Saviour, whom to 
know is life everlasting ! " 



CHAPTER Vn. 

THE Livma SAVIOUK THE SOLUTIOy OF HISTORY. 

"All power is given nnto Me in heaven and in earth." — 

Matthew xxviii. 18. 

Is there a governing purpose in history? is a 
question often asked, and variously answered. 
Thoughtful minds have been reluctant to regard 
it as a chaos of events, a disjointed mass of 
circumstances, a confused Babel of facts. The 
theory of fortuitous developments which ex- 
cludes all superintending guidance, neither sa- 
tisfies the inquiring mind, nor elucidates the 
subject. The world's relation to God precludes 
the supposition that its movements are disorderly, 
and that the swarming incidents of history do 
not belong to a great whole. An appreciative 
survey of its progress induces the conviction, that 
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there is a presiding power over it, resistlessly 
overruling its events for the consummation of a 
pre-determined end. When occurrences are 
viewed by themselves, and isolated from their 
surrounding involvements, their contributory in- 
fluence may not be apparent, but when considered 
in their aggregate oneness and relation, the 
general result to which they have conspired 
becomes visible, and the purpose of their permis- 
sion intelligible. Little circumstances cement 
great events, and their accumulated issues consti- 
tute the material of the world's history. 

Among the discussed problems of the hour is. 
The whither of man and of society. To what is he 
hastening ? And what goal will he ultimately 
attain ? The effort is made to forecast final 
designs, and to anticipate a distant and earthly 
perfection. The meaning of time's changes, and 
the tendency of its advancements, are sought to 
be gathered and propositionally framed ; a philo- 
sophy of history established; and a theory of 
human progression reached. 

Whenever faith in the doctrine of Providence 
and the sovereignty of Christ is cherished, a 
religious view is taken of the subject; divine 
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power being recognised as working, divine wis- 
dom as disposing, and divine ends as accomplish- 
ing. The unfolding centuries are regarded as 
developing divine plans, and all things as ordered 
by a Hand too wise to err, and too good to be 
unkind. There is nothing of which ' we may be 
more distinctly assured, than that there has been 
no resigning of the world to a chance and un« 
controlled career ; nor abdication, on the part of 
its Creator, of the prerogative of government and 
of rule. His tender mercies are over all His 
works, and His care has been withdrawn from 
no part of the universe He has made. There are 
distinct purposes in the divine mind respecting 
the world and man, and these are secretly and 
successfully being wrought out. The drama of 
history has a moral meaning, and its emerging 
events coincide with a mighty plan. The whole 
range of historic fact is significant in the sight of 
heaven, and teems with issues bearing on the 
achievement of the appointed purposes of God. 

The vicissitudes of nations form an outstand- 
ing feature of history, and seem a labyrinth of 
events, in which no sequence or design can be 
discovered. The fortfines of many kingdoms 
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appear almost too chequered to trace, and the 
purpose ^f their existence too obscure to affirm. 
In approaching the consideration of history, and 
especially when we view it from its divine side, 
it is essential that we bear in remembrance the 
great principle, that one day is with the Lord as 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day. Time is no element with Jehovah at alL 
We are apt to imagine that it was long after the 
fall of man before the law was given from Mount 
Sinai : long before the advent of the Saviour, and 
the proclamation of the Gospel's glad tidings; but 
between the expulsion from Paradise, and the 
crucifixion on the cross, there was to the divine 
mind only the interval of a day. From the 
human point of view God works slowly, and, as 
it were, but once in a thousand years. Though 
the world has existed so long, it may be said to 
have had only three historical periods : Legisla- 
tion from Mount Sinai ; Redemption on Calvary; 
Beformation in Germany. Many centuries of 
preparation are requisite for events of such mag-^ 
nitude as these. It needs many streams to form 
a great river, and it needs centuries of events to 
produce a great historic period. There is no 
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suddenness in the workings of God ; but the 
cahn majesty that bespeaks Ahnighty power. 
Every little rill has its use and place : it may rise 
and flow for aparfc fix)m the great water course ; 
but after many windings and fallings, it reaches 
the main stream, and augments the volume of its 
waters. So the minor facts and circumstances 
of empires and races in the past, have had a 
bearing more or less immediate upon those 
crisis^epochs which have shaped the coarse of 
history, and been the formative influence of 
succeeding centuries. 

The law of progress is as invariable in the do- 
main of history as gravitation is in that of 
physica Many kingdoms have no doubt suffered 
reverses, monarchies been swept away, populous 
provinces been desolated, capital cities, once the 
symbol of grandeur, wealth, and power, been 
utterly ruined, ' and whole tribes disappeared. 
There is no age without its instance of empire de- 
clining, people waning, and national position 
changing. Political conditions are never perma- 
nent ; and the supremacy of kingdoms always in 
process of adjustment. But though revolutions 
be precipitated,. though rapacious factions ravage 



THE SOLUTION OF HISTORY. 105 

by intestine war, and though some empires and 
peoples recede in importance, there is a progress 
forward over the universal whole. The river may 
have cataracts and retrogressive windings, but 
its flow is onwards. The ship may encounter 
baffling and detaining tempests, but its course is 
havenwards. Nature has its volcanoes, earth- 
quakes, tornados, and cyclones ; but the opera- 
tions of its laws are not thereby disturbed, nor 
the regularity of its progressions arrested. 

The links that unite event to event are inti- 
mate and real There are no single events in 
history ; they are all plural — they occur in com- 
bination. The principle of continuity is as true 
in history as in science. Forces in society once 
set at work, may be detected developing and 
bearing fruit, centuries. after their creation. The 
law of movement is, expansion in course of pro- 
gress ; and the saying of the Apostle has been a 
thousand times over verified, " Behold how great 
a matter a little fire kindleth." 

The most remarkable of facts, viewed even as 
an historical problem, is the success and supre- 
macy of the Christian religion. Nothing was 
ever so near extinction in the past, and yet no- 
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thing has reached such a superiority of influence 
in the present. Its surroundings were unpropi- 
tious from the beginning, and no cause, to out- 
ward appearance, could have been launched in 
circumstances more disastrous, or with prospects 
of survival more hopeless. The probabilities of 
its triumph were of the feeblest order, and for 
long its total supression never seemed a work of 
formidable accomplishment. The deeper the 
subject of the progress of the Christian faith is 
studied in its wide range of fact and incident, 
the greater will be the amazement experienced, 
that difficulties so vast were surmounted, and 
triumphs so illustrious achieved. 

There were elements within the bosom of the 
Christian Church itself, of an explosive and 
precarious character, which endangered its 
existence far more seriously than any antipathy 
and opposition without. The work to be done 
by the Apostles, in planting congregations, and 
training the ingathered in a knowledge of the 
faith, was of a very arduous nature. The 
material with which they had to deal was 
intractable and unpromising, and this is mani- 
fest from many references in the Epistles. No 
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more alarming dangers and divisions ever 
threatened Christianity, in the whole course of its 
existence, than distracted it during the Aposto- 
lic and Apologetic ages. It had to maintain a 
continuous struggle throughout its historical in- 
auguration, and narrowly escaped being ruined 
by the bitterness and hostility of the schismatic 
feuds that arose. 

In the Apostolic age the chief disturbers of the 
faith were Judaisers on the one hand, and 
Platonisers on the other. The former aimed at 
the corruption of the essentials of the Christian 
£dth, by insisting on the retention of the laws 
of Moses, with their attendant observances, and 
by representing obedience to these; to be quite 
as necessary to salvation as a spiritual embrace 
of Christ. With such a doctrine as this, there 
could of course be no compromise; and hence the 
vehement earnestness of the Apostle Paul, in de- 
nouncing and exposing it. Its emphatic 
condemnation was demanded, because many of 
the believers in the various Churches, who before 
their conversion had been Jews, were exceedingly 
liable to be ensnared by it, and led away from 
the simplicity that is in Christ. The difficulty 
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of forgetting the religious traditions and practices 
in which one has been brought up, is proverbial, 
and there was undoubtedly a strong temptation 
presented to these converted Jews, to espouse the 
teachings of the Judaisers. They succeeded in 
dividing the unity of several of the Churches, 
but especially that of Corinth, in which they cre- 
ated a discord of a very violent and painful 
nature. Had the Judaising party triumphed, and 
their views become prevalent, where would 
Christianity have been ? It was a serious issue 
that was involved in the contention between 
them and the Apostle Paul. They were in con- 
flict on the fundamental point of what is essential 
to salvation :* Christ and circumcision ; or Christ 
without circumcision. With unsparing enei^ 
they assailed the Apostle everywhere, tracked 
his footsteps wherever he went,- invaded every 
Church he planted, impeached the validity of his 
Apostleship, repudiated his teaching, and 
laboured to undermine his influence in every 
possible way. It was thus a gigantic evil with 
which Christianity was menaced, one, which if 
it had been allowed to spread unchecked and un- 
opposed, would have ended in the whole com- 
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plexion of the Gospel being changed, and the 
Christian Church shrivelled into a Pharisaic sect. 
(See Conyheare and Howson on St, Paul, chap, 
xiu.) 

An equally formidable form of error which 
sought to insinuate itself into Christian truth, 
consisted in those speculations and philosophical 
views, which, in the second century, operated as a 
moral pestilence, and were systematized into the 
Gnostic heresy. To these views, converts of 
Grecian birth and modes of thought were pecu- 
liarly susceptible. But they infested not only 
the Church at Corinth, but the Church at Colosse. 
The epistle to that Church contains their fullest 
refutation in the New Testament. They are not 
directly mentioned in detail, and then confuted; 
but by the clearest implications they are con- 
demned, and excluded from a place in the faith. 
The key to the purpose and the doctrine of that 
epistle, is contained in chap. ii. 8, 9, — "Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the traditions of men, after the 
rudiments of the world and not after Christ: 
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily." Allusions abound throughout 
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to this heresy in all its forms ; and it is not possible 
intelligently to understand the bearing of many 
of the Apostle's statements, without an acquaint- 
ance with the principles and peculiarities of this 
Pseudo-Christian philosophy. Other epistles, such 
as those to the Corinthians, to the Ephesians, and 
to Timothy, contain references to it likewise: 
and when it thus largely attracted the notice, and 
elicited the opinion of the Apostle upon it, we do 
not misjudge either its proportion or its evil, 
when we conclude, that it imperilled the existence 
of a pure Christian faith, and that the latter was 
sure of being extinguished where the former 
was disseminated. 

The founding and upbuilding of Christian 
Churches, whether among Jews or Gentiles, was 
thus a work of no ordinaiy diflSculty, harassment, 
and care. Christianity had to encounter every- 
where two tendencies with which it was in 
immediate antagonism, the ceremonial on the 
part of the Jews, the philosophical on the part of 
the Gentiles. Those who were converted un- 
happily brought with them their bigotries and 
partialities, both Jewish and heathenish, and it 
was the presence of these elements that rendered 
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the several communities so schismatic in their 
propensities, and so capable of imposition by 
errorists. The opinion is too common that 
the harmony of the Apostolic Church was never 
disturbed, and that its doctrine was never 
perverted ; but the true fact is, that its schisms, 
both of a doctrinal and ecclesiastical type, were 
such, that its preservation is a miracle, and must 
remain a standing wonder to all generations. 
Between the two corruptions of an inflamed 
Judaism, and an Antinomian philosophy, the 
marvel is, that the Christian faith emerged un- 
adulterated and pure, having degenerated neither 
into a system of cabbalistic belief, nor into the 
sophistications of Gnostic speculations. 

In the Apologetic age, Christianity was not one 
degree more favoured. Enemies arose by the 
multitude, seeking to confound it by argument 
and by blood. There were arrayed against it foes 
of no ordinary strength and virulence: Jews 
fired with a malevolence that knew no bounds : 
Pagans, aroused to resent the new religion that was 
encroaching: and the emperors, representative 
of the power of the Roman state. It was spoken 
of in the most disdainful terms ; and in making 
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incidental reference to it, several heathen authors 
express a bitter contempt for it, denominating 
it malignant, pernicious, and absurd Paganism 
did its utmost on intellectual grounds to attack 
it; one and another of these devoted to the 
ancestral gods undertook to vanquish it ; and it 
is a significant circumstance, that many of the 
objections urged in modem times against 
Christianity, are but repetitions of what was 
advanced by Celsus and Porphyry of old. 
Scepticism is helplessly monotonous in its argu- 
ments; and the worst, it can say against 
Christianity has been said long ago. 

But the opposition of the State was more 
serious for Christianity than that of the philo- 
sophers. The relations of the Roman government 
towards it were singular in the extreme, and 
difiered entirely from those maintained towards 
the numberless other religions that were prac- 
tised under its sway. The toleration of all 
religions was a principle of Roman jurisprudence, 
so that when the various tribes were conquered, 
severally differing in their rites of worship, 
they were each permitted to observe their 
sacred ceremonies, peaceably and unmolested. 
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This policy, however, vas reversed with respect 
to Christianity. A fierce-and implacable jealousy 
of its progress and professors, possessed the 
multitude and the magistrate. The Christians 
were calumniated on every hand. They were 
charged with atheism, immorality, cannabilism. 
They were viewed as rebels against the State, 
and as haters of mankind. They were interdicted 
from assembling together for purposes of worship 
and prayer. Laws were past rendering the 
avowal of their faith a capital offence. False 
accusers were countenanced in their depositions 
against them. They were hunted down, and 
exposed to the severities of exasperated mobs. 
They were banished into exile. Tortures were 
employed to induce them to recant. Their posses- 
sions were confiscated. Merciless persecutions 
in rapid succession were waged against them. 
Edicts were published decreeing the demolition 
of their Churches, and the burning of all their 
sacred books. Their bo'dies were covered with 
pitch, and being ignited, were made to serve as 
lights, to illumine the imperial gardens by night. 
They were thrown to wild beasts. They were 
roasted alive on red-hot iron chairs. They were 



114 THE LIVING SAVIOUR 

bound to the stake, and consumed in the fires of 
martyrdom. Yet these inhumanities and devices 
of perfidious despotism, failed to exterminate the 
religiou of the Nazarene, and extirpate His 
followers from the empire ; and Christianity, 
though branded as a criminal superstition, 
secretly leavened society^ and gradually spread 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

The problem of how the Christian faith 
flourished and extended, and its adherents grew 
and multiplied, is thus one of special interest; 
and it is certainly incapable of solution according 
to common principles of success. Causes must 
be taken into consideration, distinct from those 
which operate in the political and other move- 
ments of earth. As Julian the apostate fell on 
the field of battle, the words reported he 
uttered were — "Thou hast conquered, Galilean." 
Whether historical or traditional, they embody 
the true philosophy of the progress of the Chris- 
tian faith. The fiery trials and tremendous con- 
fiicts through which it passed, compel us to 
recognise Divine agency as having sustained 
and guided it throughout them all. A solution 
more artificial is incompetent to unravel the 
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mystery attending its perpetuation and estab- 
lishment. 

There are those, however, who see nothing 
miraculous in the spread of the Gospel in early 
times, and who hold that whatever successes it 
achieved, can be accounted for without an appeal 
to the super-human. The fact of its rapid 
extension has not failed to attract their atten- 
tion, but they decline to admit the supernatural 
as an element in the case, and advance explana- 
tions with the view of showing, that its progress 
was easy, inevitable, and in accordance with 
human probabilities. The historian Gibbon 
devotes a chapter of his great work to the 
elucidation of the problem of the propagation of 
Christianity. " Our curiosity," he remarks, " is 
naturally prompted to inquire by what means 
the Christian faith obtained so remarkable a 
victory over the established religions of the 
earth." He then proceeds to the statement of 
his five causes by which it was effectually 
favoured and assisted — (1.) The inflexible zeal of 
the Christians ; (2.) The doctrine of immortality ; 
(3.) The evidence of miracles ; (4.) The superior 
sanctity of the lives of the Christians ; and (5.) 
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The admirable govemment of the Christian 
Church. 

The causes of success are in his history dexter- 
ously described, so as on the one hand, seemingly 
to do justice to the supernatural, and on the other, 
to evade suflEiciently conveying the impression of 
a personal belief in the theory of a divine pre- 
servation. The great Author of Christianity is 
virtually ignored, for He is mentioned only to be 
dismissed. The necessity for more directly 
affirming his agency is conveniently escaped, by 
an abrupt adversion to second causes. To pass 
over in a single sentence the relation of Christ to 
the diffusion of the gospel, is significant and 
defenceless brevity, and suggests the view, that 
in his real estimation no other than these second- 
ary causes were materially active. Suppose 
one were to describe the steam-engine and account 
for the high rate of speed it can attain, and refer 
merely incidentally to the motive-power steam, 
but occupy scores of pages in elaborating as causes, 
the strength of the machinery, the perfect 
mechanism of its parts, and the excellent con- 
dition of the permanent way, it would be felt 
that this was a misleading and untrustworthy 
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description, in which the true cause was misjudged, 
and the whole case misrepresented. The same 
verdict must be passed on Gibbon's account of the 
spread of the faith. He omits in his calculations 
its inherent truth — the overruling Providence of 
its author — and the sustaininggrace He ceaselessly 
bestowed. His scepticism would not allow him 
to allege anything that would commit him to the 
doctrine of its heavenly protection, or recognise 
the reigning sovereignty of Christ as influential 
in any way. 

But that the vital force and preserving power 
of early Christianity was Christ — Christ en- 
throned in the affections — Christ enjoyed in 
fellowship — Christ the object of passionate love — 
Christ the fountain of quickening influence — 
Christ the hope of eternal glory ^is too apparent 
from the records and testimonies of the early 
Christians themselves, to escape the observation 
of the appreciative student. In commenting on 
Gibbon's glaring omission of Christ, Lightfoot 
(Epist. to Phil. p. 324) has powerfully remarked, 
" It will seem strange to any one who has at all 
felt the spirit of the gospel, that a writer enumer- 
ating the forces to which the dissemination and 
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predominance of Christianity were due, should 
omit all mention of Christ. One might have 
thought it impossible to study with common 
attention the records of the apostles and martyrs 
of the first ages, or of the saints and heroes of the 
later church, without seeing that the conscious- 
ness of personal union with Him, the belief in 
His abiding presence, was the mainspring of 
their actions and the fountain of all their 
strength. This is not a pre-conceived theory of 
what should have happened, but a bare statement 
of what stands recorded on the pages of history. 
In all ages and under all circumstances the 
Christian life has ever radiated from this central 
fire. Whether we take St. Peter, or Paul, or 
Francis of Assissi, or Wesley, or Athanasius, 
Augustine, Luther, &c., here has been the impulse 
of their activity and secret of their moral power. 
Their lives have illustrated the parable of the 
vine and its branches." To the same effect are 
the words of Lid don (Bampton Lect. iii.) — "None 
of these things taken separately will account for 
the power of Christ in history. In the conver- 
gence of all these ; of these majestic miracles ; of 
that character, which commands at once our love 
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^d our reverence ; of that teaching, so startling, 
SO awful, SO searching, so tender ; of that death of 
agony, encircled with such a halo of moral glory; 
of that deserted tomb, and the majestic splendour 
of the risen one — a deeper truth, underlying all, 
justifying all, explaining all, is seen to reveal 
itself. We discern, as did the first Christians, 
beneath and beyond all that meets the eye of 
sense and the eye of conscience, the eternal 
Person of our Lord Himself. It is not the 
miracles, but the worker; not the character, but 
its living subject; not the teaching but the 
master; nob even the death or the resurrection, 
but He who died and rose, upon whom Christian 
thought. Christian love, Christian resolution 
ultimately rest. The truth which really and only 
accounts for the establishment in this our human 
world of such a religion as Christianity, and of 
such an institution as the Church, is the truth 
that Jesus Christ was believed to be more than 
man, the truth that Jesus Christ is what men 
believed Him to be, the truth that Jesus Christ 
is God." 

It seems clear beyond question that the cir- 
cumstances in which Christianity was placed, and 
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the surroundings by which it was beset, wer^ 
such that had it depended on human resources, 
and been controlled by human wisdom, it would 
speedily and disastrously have perished. The 
machinations of its foes were, however, powerless 
to accomplish its annihilation ; for there was One 
overhead invisibly directing its destinies, and 
protecting its interests. The Emperor Diocletian, 
whose name is inseparably associated with one 
of the fiercest persecutions that raged, caused to 
be struck on his medals that the Christian 
religion had been destroyed. Many since his 
time have willingly cherished the same delusion, 
and become infatuated with the supposition, that 
at length Christ has been banished from history 
and from faith. Voltaire, for instance, boasted 
that the Bible had been discredited for ever. 
David Hume maintained that in fifty years all 
faith in Christianity would be gone. How piti- 
able these follies of anti-Christianity ! Its 
credulities are ever of the weakest kind, and 
betray an impetuous and reckless readiness to 
believe or anticipate anything about Christianity 
and its downfall. Infidelity, however, notwith- 
standing the collapse of its efibrts, and the falsifi- 
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cation of its prophecies will never be put to shame, 
but its croaking protest against the religion of 
Christ and the Church of God may well be 
received with composure and unconcern. Empty 
blasts can never injure the enduring edifice of 
eternal truth. 

The more we look back and study the chequered 
career of the Church, the more amazed will we be 
at its present prosperity and extending dominion, 
and the more will we be confirmed in the 
conviction, that the living and reigning Christ is 
the solution of it all. If persecutions have 
fiercely raged without, controversies have as 
painfully distracted within, creating a legion of 
evils, and producing divisions, which no merely 
human institution could stand. Erirors, too, have 
crept in; contentious party oppositions, have 
arisen; worldliness has sprung up, and like a 
pestilence contaminated the atmosphere around ; 
truth has been dishonoured by numberless per- 
versions ; religion has been robbed of its sacred 
character, and turned into a political engine ; 
and were it not that the Church had a supreme 
and Omnipotent Lord, it would long since have 
been shattered into atoms, and by its own mis- 
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deeds have rendered inevitable its dissolution. 
Its internal condition seemed many a time to 
utter the prophecy of its fall. But there 
is still a Christian Church, and a Christian 
faith, because there is presiding over all events 
the Almighty Saviour and the divine Redeemer 
of men. 

The march of the Church is forward to triumph 
and to victory. The inventions of the skilful, 
the discoveries of the scientific, the explorations 
of the geographical, and the schemes of the 
political, will all render service to its progress, 
and hasten the era of its ultimate establishment. 
The grand event in which history will culminate 
will be its world-wide dominion. This has been 
the purpose of centuries gone by, each of which, 
in some respect, has prepared for this consumma- 
tion. A ruling mind, that saw the end from the 
beginning, allotted to ages their events, and 
appointed the issues to which they should 
conduct. The Church is the centre of historical 
evolvements, and the object whose promotion 
constitutes the chief end of history. Nations 
and empires exist for it ; and all changes, — local, 
imperial, or universal, — are subservient to its 
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interests and advancement. The exalted 
position it presently occupies, the wide-spread 
influence it indis).>utably wields, and the con- 
spicuous honours paid it among those nations 
distinguished for their supremacy in the rank of 
intelligence, and their weight in the scale of 
moral power, vindicates the wisdom of the way 
by which God has led it, and heralds the tri- 
umphs that are in store. The world has gradu- 
ally but eflectively been made ready for the' 
Church's advance to conquest in the realms of 
darkness and superstition. The clouds of Me- 
dieval night were first dispersed ; the torpor 
and lassitude of the human mind terminated; 
intellectual activity aroused, and intelligence 
diffused; truth recovered from error, and the 
Reformation crowned with success ; printing 
discovered ; the Bible circulated ; missions esta- 
blished ; the steam engine invented; the telegraph 
constructed; and these preparative measures, 
seasonably timed and suitably succeeding, have 
inaugurated an age of evangelistic enterprise, 
active in its efforts, enthusiastic in its spirit, 
confident in its hopes, and having as the grand 
object of its energies — the winning of the world 
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to the standard of the cross. The development 
of Christ's plan has been steady and sure: and 
towards its realization the national changes and 
moral movements of the past have assisted. The 
history of the world in its profoundest aspect is 
the history of the Church. The kingdom of 
Christ gathers up all historic details into unity, 
and furnishes the sublime explanation of their 
meaning. Christ is the regal person, and the 
Church the central institution of history, and it 
is only in connection with these that the world's 
career can be understood, and its antagonisms 
harmonised. 

Thus the economy of earth is no dark problem 
baffling all attempts to seize its plan. The hiero- 
glyphics of Egypt were for long a mystery ; but 
when the Rosetta stone was discovered, all was 
made plain and their secrets divulged. So the 
system of history, past and present, is a mystery; , 
but with the doctrine of the living Saviour en- 
throned over all, and the glorious conception of 
the triumphant erection of His kingdom, a guid- 
ing principle is afforded to interpret the course of 
ages, and affirm the destiny they have in view. 
Unless creation is to be a vast failure, Jehovah a 
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thwarted Deity, Satan an unconquered prince, 
history a dismal story, the sum of all things 
must be — this world for Christ, and every soul in 
it for His kingdom. The sacred page glows with 
the grandeur of the Church in the latter days. 
A millenium of peace and felicity awaits it, bright 
with the promise of God, and dazzling with the 
splendours of spiritual glory. The banner of the 
crdss will wave from every height ; the praises of 
the Saviour will be sung in every clime; the 
tidings of salvation will be spread over every 
land ; a new heaven and a new earth will be 
created ; the waste places will break forth into 
joy, and the deserts blossom as the rose ; the 
hamlets of the isles will become the habitation of 
holiness, and the nations fear and sanctify the 
Lord ; the incense of holy sacrifice will perfume 
every heart, and the sweet savour of pure offer- 
ings ascend with acceptance on high ; grace baptise 
all kindreds, and a common faith unite all 
peoples ; and when this era, foretold in holy 
writ, and longed for through all ages by the 
saintly, will be ushered in, a jubilant shout will 
go up from universal eaith : That the purpose 
of history is fulfilled, the reign of righteousness 
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established, the golden age dawned, the kingdom 
come; sin driven from its stronghold, Satan 
banished from his seat, and Christ exalted to His 
everlasting throne. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE LIVING SAVIOUR THE GLORY OF HEAVEN. 
"They shall see His face." — Rev. xxii. 4. 

The future is an unveiled world. The destiny 
awaiting the people of God has been revealed 
with satisfying clearness in the Scriptures. The 
knowledge has been distinctly conveyed, that 
never ending bles^^edness reigns above. There 
is enough taught us about immortality to make 
us feel its attractions, and think of it as a state 
of excelling glory. Heaven indeed has yet many 
mysteries and concealed reaKties, though its 
great essentials have been displayed to view. 
Unspeakable discoveries will thrill the believing 
when they reach the better world. Experiences 
more sublime than any can conceive will be en- 
joyed, when the bliss of the redeemed is attained, 
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and more than what on earth was anticipated in 
faith, will be realised in sight. How happy will 
the company of the ransomed be, all meet fot 
the sphere in which they dwell, and the glories 
that everywhere surround ! 

Paradise is a word of sweet suggestiveness as 
applied to Heaven. It pictures to the mind 
lovely scenes, and rosy bowers, and the pleasant 
shades of the tree of life. But though its sights 
and beauties will be surpassingly lovely, they 
will be far excelled in Christ. The intensest 
glory of the upper sanctuary will encircle Him, 
and Heaven will be lustrous with its illuminating 
rays. A brightness more copious in its splendour 
than the sun will clothe Him as with a garment, 
and irradiate His presence with light. The 
glorified Saviour will be eternity's most trans- 
forming sight, and the redeemed's most im- 
pressive study. From every spot of the celestial 
realm His person and His glory will be visible ; 
and as the purified gaze on Him in absorbed and 
adoring vision, rapture will possess their souls. 
The throngs of the blessed will ever gather 
round Him, and the harps of the angels be struck 
to magnify His name. 



THE GLORY OF HEAVEN. 12& 

It is a glorious sight to look up to the heavens, 
but there is a much more glorious sight beyond 
them. The eye of sense cannot pierce those 
azure depths above which curtain from view the 
dwelling-place of the Lamb ; but the eye of faith 
can see afar, and rise to the invisible and un- 
seen. Above sun, and moon, and stars, it can 
mount, and survey the majesty of the throne. 
Faith's powers of vision are boundless; they 
can both skirt the globe, and sweep the 
immensity of heaven. They take no blank 
gaze into the infinite; but obtain a vivid 
discernment of eternal things. All true upward 
looking ends in Christ. The spiritual eye may 
linger for a little on the angels, the joyous 
multitude of the redeemed, and the great white 
throne, but it ever swiftly passes on to Jesus. 
The heart's afiections of all loving disciples travel 
to His person, and there complacently rest and 
abide. The motive urged by the Apostle in his 
exhortation to seek the things which are above, is 
that Christ sitteth there on the right hand of God 
(Col. iii. 1). This is the most powerfiil plea that 
could be presented to the Christian. One in all 

things with Christ — dead with Hinn — ^risen Mdth 

I 
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Him — ^living in fellowship with Him — ^looking 
forward to everlasting glory with Him — ^the 
grace pervaded heart instinctively yearns after 
Him, and loves the place where His person 
dwelleth. 

No greater contrast could be conceived than 
between Christ's appearance on earth, and His 
appearance now in heaven. The man of sorrows 
here, is the God of glory yonder. The furrows 
of sadness no more wrinkle His cheeks, nor the 
bitterness of woe impress anguish on His looks. 
How grief depresses, and how joy elates, we all 
know; and with the marvellous contrast between 
the one state and the other, we are intimately 
familiar. While humbled as the suffering Sa* 
viour Christ was necessarily sad, but as raised 
to the Father's right hand He is anointed with 
the oil of gladness above angels and redeemed men. 

Many a painter has sought to depict Christ's 
likeness, and to transfer to canvas those features 
which so touchingly told of sorrow. There is no 
inspired descriptive portrait of Him furnished 
for our study : and there have been as a conse-* 
quence, the greatest variations in the conceptions 
formed of His outward appearance. By the early 
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Fathers He was regarded as unsightly and for- 
bidding; and in enforcing the doctrine of His 
abasement^ some of them were violentlj 
extravagant in their assertions of His lack of 
beauty, and disfigurement of aspect. This 
ignoble conception, however, has never largely 
prevailed. Sounder Scripture knowledge, and 
truer Christian instinct, have adopted a loftier 
ideal of the Lord, in which the deepest sorrow, 
the divinest beauty, and the calmest serenity are 
combined. We may regret that the world has no 
authentic material representation of how He 
looked ; but any such regret is mitigated by the 
considerations, that its tendency would have been 
to have encouraged a ritualistic mode of worship ; 
and that His expression, so mild, so soft, so sweet, 
yet withal so sad, was too much for art to 
master, and on canvas or in marble to reproduce. 
When West, the celebrated painter, was djdng, 
he remarked in conversation with a friend, " I 
could like to have been spared to paint one more 
picture." " What is that ? " the friend inquired. 
"Christ's look to Peter ; but I could never paint 
that look." Nor may it be added, has the high- 
est geniuB been able to paint any of His looks. 
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The severest eflTorts have been consecrated to 
success ; but although in the hands of some great 
masters, wondrous conceptions have been 
realized, and expressive forms evoked, it cannot 
be professed that they have caught the grace, the 
majesty, or the solicitude of the Son of Grod. 

But what must the glory of Christ's appearance 
be, now that He is transfigured in heaven ! Even 
imagination cannot idealize Him as He sits upon 
the throne. His humiliation, with its tears, 
agonies, and strong cries, has for ever ended ; and 
as the Mediator, wearing many crowns. He rivets 
a ransomed world and spell-binds them in 
their view. 

'Tis past — ^the dark and dreary nigkt, 

Aod, Lord, we hail Thee now; 
Our morning star withoat a dond 

Of sadness on Thy brow. 

Thy path on earth, the cross, the graye, 

Thy sorrows all are o'er ; 
And sweet thought : Thioe eyes shall weep, 

Thy heart shall break no more. 

It is a fervent longing with many believers, 
" Oh, to see Jesus face to fiice." An impatience 
sometimes is felt for the call home to immortality. 
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As meditation takes a lofty flight above, and marks 
the glories of the sinless scene, the soul is fired, 
the heart is moved, and the aspiration is uttered, 
"Ob to be over yonder there." The hour is 
desired when there will be beheld Immanuel's 
face, and felt ImmanueFs touch. The blessed day 
is urged to hasten on which will end their 
pilgrimage, carry them safe within Jerusalem's 
gates, and usher them into His holy presence. 
In view of the royal banquet above and fellowship 
with the Saviour for ever, the melody of heavenly 
mirth is warbled by the heart, the lamps are kept 
well trimmed, and the flame always brightly 
burning. The soul forecasts with transporting 
joy the loved employ : 

* 

And there with all the blood bought throng, 

From sin and sorrow free, 
m sing the new eternal B«ng, 

Of Jesas' love to me. 

A conscious and sanctifying nearness to heaven 
is enjoyed by some believers, and an atmosphere 
of holiness breathed by them, almost all their days. 
They daily stay their souls on Jesus, and hide 
their cares "in His sheltering breast." As He 
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reveals Himself in His love, He fills them "with 
light and comfort, dispersing the shadows of the 
night, and blessing with the brightness of the 
morning. Glimpses of His gra^e and glory are 
aflforded the faithful, which the world caji little 
comprehend. The influences of the higher 
world fall upon the soul, and experiences are 
begotten that testify His nearness, and that He is 
enriching it out of the treasures of His love. So 
overwhelming are the sights and foretastes of 
glory sometimes vouchsafed, that the feeling arises 
as if life could not be long protracted affcer them, 
and that bliss must be at hand. In the solemn 
hour, of death, the view of Christ is ofben 
peculiarly clear, and from the djdng pillow have 
the most wonderful testimonies been borne of His 
preciousness and grace. The adoring utterance 
has often burst from the wasted form, " What a 
lovely Saviour." The voice so faint that it could 
only whisper, has struggled to raise Him a song 
of praise. At death believers seem gifted with 
perceptions of which we have little knowledge. 
Heaven would appear to be disclosed before their 
eyes. The hovering of the angels is felt as they 
encircle the dying bed. The portals of Jerusalem's 
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gates are beheld standing wide Open, and the 
Saviour waiting to welcome His disciple home. 
Hence, as the saintly draw their latest breath, 
they in holy triumph yield their bodies to death 
and their spirits to God. 

The actual and immediate sight of Christ, 
however, is reserved for the believer in heaven. 
In the realm of bliss above there will be nothing 
to intervene between the saint and the Saviour ; 
the fellowship will be intimate and endless ; the 
vision will be perfect and beatific. When John 
Owen was dying, a brother minister entered the 
chamber where he lay, and announced the news, 
" Doctor, I have been just putting your book on 
the glory of Christ to press." Lifting up both 
his hands and his eyes as in a kind of rapture, he 
said, " But O, brother Payne, the long looked-for 
day is come at last, in which I shall see that 
glory in another manner than ever I have done 

• 

yet, or was capable of doing in this world." In 
this world of sin, and in this tabernacle of flesh, we 
see through a glass darkly, but in yonder temple 
of God, face to face. Here we know in part, but 
there shall we know even as we are known. 
We shall sit adoringly at the Redeemer*s feet. 
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dwell eternally in His presence^ and bask in the 
beams of His unchanging love. 

As the gates of the celestial city are entered, 
the enthroned Immanuel will attraxjt the gaze. 
His peerless glory will overshadow all. He will 
fill the horizon of the better land. 

JesuB shines brighter : Jesas shines pnrer 
Than all the glories heayeo can boast. 

It is worthy of observation that the most 
impressive visions of the Apocalypse are of 
Christ — as the Son of Man, whose head and hairs 
were white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes as a flame of fire (i. 13-16) — ^as the Lamb 
standing in the midst of the throne, worshipped 
by the triumphant Church, and receiving the 
praise of ten thousand times ten thousand and 
thousands of thousands (v. 6-14) — as the adorable 
Redeemer before whom stand, clothed with 
white robes, and having palms in their hands, 
that great multitude no man can number (vii. 
9-17) — as the Representative Head of the ran- 
somed, who have the Father's name written on 
their foreheads, who sing new songs to His name, 
and foUow Firn whithersoever He goeth (xiv. 1-4) 
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— as the heavenly Bridegroom, to whose marriage 
supper the righteous saints are called (xix. 7-9) 
— and as the Omnipotent Potentate, who has on 
His head many crowns, and on whose vesture 
and thigh the name is written, " King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords." — (xix. 2-16.) 

The eternal Person of the Saviour is thus the 
crowning glory of the heaven of God. He wears 
the full honours of divine royalty ; He shines in 
stainless beauty; He sits on the throne of loftiest 
majesty ; and He reigns supreme over the angelic 
hosts. He dwells on high as the Saviour of the 
lost — ^the Intercessor of the faithful — the Mediator 
of the race. He leads His people as the shepherd 
does the sheep; He bestows upon them divine 
benedictions of peace ; and ministers to them 
endless and sweetest joys. He is a resistless 
moral power with God ; His simple presence is 
an appealing and unanswerable plea. The marks 
of his wounds — the momentoes of His atoning 
sufferings — ^are His great intercession argument. 
All that is great and wondrous, sacred and 
celestial, holy and adorable, converges in Christ 
in heaven. He is the Sun of the golden city ; 
the loveliest lily of fiEur Paradise ; the Alpha and 
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Omega of bliss. The city had no need of the snn 
neither of the moon to shine in it ; " for the glory 
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof "—Rev. xxi. 23. 

" My chief conception of heaven," said Robert 
Hall to Wilberforce, " is rest." " Mine," replied 
Wilberforce, " is love." But if others were asked 
what feature of heaven most fascinated them 
they would answer, " Seeing the King in His 
beauty." Its supreme commendation is, that it 
is the dwelling place of the Saviour. He is the 
source of its smiling felicity. Wanting Him, its 
chief attraction would be gone. "Christ is as 
necessary to the heavenliness of heaven, as He is 
to the holiness of earth. In the very height and 
rapture of the sanctity of heaven, when every 
thought of all its radiant multitudes is captive to 
the obedience of Christ, and knows its happiness 
only in that blessed bondage, were the horrid 
conception possible that Christ Himself should 
suddenly cease to exist, that instant every ray of 
its holiness would expire ; not merely the heart 
would seek in vain its resting place, it would no 
longer possess the desire to seek it ; not merely 
the light would be wasted in the void abyss, it 
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would be quenched utterly, and fpr ever." — Arch. 
Butler. 

With Jesus as its glory, we may well ask in 
holy wonder, what must the blessedness of heaven 
be! When His face is seen, no sorrow will 
grieve our hearts, no pain distress our bodies, no 
cloud darken our souls, no trouble vex our spirits, 
no weariness fetter our steps ; for there will 
be vouchsafed us peace without a ruffle, joy 
without a sadness, life without a tear. 

The hope of the believer is three-fold — seeing 
Christ — being with Christ — ^and being made like 
Christ. He is the object of all sanctified aspira- 
tion. In His intercessory prayer He thus en- 
treated the Father : " Father, I will that they also, 
whom Thou hast given me, be with me where I 
am; that they may behold my glory, which Thou 
hast given me." — John xvii. 24. What a precious 
and encouraging thought, that Christ pleads for 
the presence of His people with Himself. He 
has no pleasure in being alone; He longs for 
their personal fellowship. No believer enters 
heaven unwelcome, for it is the joy of the Saviour 
to receive home His own. An unspeakable 
destiny awaits those before whom eternity with 
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Christ is in store. " Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be : but we know that, when He shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him 
as He is." — 1 John iii. 2. The sight of Christ's 
glory will be transforming ; such as behold it 
will reflect it. And so the myriads of the justi- 
fied will be adorned with the beauty of holiness, 
bum with the fervour of God, and glow with the 
lustre of grace. 

Oh surely the Christian life is worth the living, 
and eternity is worth the gaining, when these are 
the prospects of the believer, and the glories of 
the kingdom of God. The high privileges of our 
destiny may well confinn us in our faith, and 
quicken us in our longings, and dispose us with 
gladness to raise daily the doxology of praise, 
" Now unto Him that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to present us faultless before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the 
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen." 
— Jude 24, 25. 
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These eyes that, dazzled dow and weak, 
At glancing motes in sunshine wink, 

Shall see the King's full glory break. 
Nor from the blissf al vision shrink. 

In fearless love and hope nncloyed 

For ever on that ocean bright. 
Empowered to gaze ; and undestroyed. 

Deeper and deeper plunge in light. 
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